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HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA

Information about the holidays featured in this book

First Day at School (Pages 8-10)
Most American children start school with
preschool or kindergarten. They move up through
elementary school, middle school and high school.
Four out of five finish high school, and many
continue with vocational or college studies.
American high school students take examinations
called SATs (Scholastic Aptitude Tests) if they want
to go to college. The majority of US schools are
public schools, funded by taxes, and students
attend them free.

10% of US students go to private elementary
schools.

Labor Day (Pages 11-12)

Labor Day is the first Monday in September. It was
first suggested by Peter J. McGuire, founder of
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and the
first big parade was held in New York City in
1882. In 1887 several other states passed laws
making the first Monday of September Labor Day.
Workers get the day off work. There are parades,
and speeches by labor leaders and political
figures.

Citizenship Day (Page 13)

September 17 is the day on which the United
States Constitution was signed in 1787. Previously,
each state acted independently - it printed its
own money, made its own laws and had its own
army. There were many disagreements between
the different states about the Constititution: the
northern states wanted to stop the slave trade;
some states wanted to have a president who
would be president for life; some states worried
about losing their independence. Eventually, by
arguing and by studying the constitutions of
other countries, they reached agreement. To
become an American citizen, a person must be 18
years old; he or she must enter the United States
legally and live in the country for five years (three
if married to a US citizen), have a good moral
character, understand basic English, and
understand the basic history of the United States.
He/she must promise to support the Constitution
and obey the laws of the US.

Columbus Day (Pages 14-15)
Celebrated in the United States on the second
Monday in October, Columbus Day is the
anniversary of October 12, 1492, when
Christopher Columbus was officially thought to
have arrived in America. It is becoming the most
controversial American holiday. Some celebrate it
with great patriotism and nostalgia; others
celebrate Discovery Day in its place. Others simply
refuse to celebrate it at all. Protests from Native
American groups have increased. (How could
Columbus have "discovered" a country where
people were already living?) The association
between Columbus and America took root in the
imagination in the eighteenth century. Americans,
searching for a history and a hero, discovered
Columbus. He was a hero because he, like them,
had escaped the Old World tyranny. He was the
solitary individual who challenged the unknown
sea. Now, for most people, Columbus Day is an
official holiday when schools close and there are
large sales in stores.

Halloween (Pages 16-18)

Halloween is celebrated on October 31. It was
originally a Celtic festival of the dead, known as
Samhain. The Christian Church tried to suppress
this pagan festival, renaming it Afl Hallows’ Eve
(hence the name Hallowe’en). However, today the
festival is very popular in the US. Pumpkin
lanterns (jack-o'-fanterns), masks and spooky
costumes are all part of Halloween, as is the
custom of trick-or-treating where children go
from house to house dressed jn costume and are
given candy as a treat. If no candy is forthcoming,
they play a trick (mostly harmless) on the owners.
Many people have parties where adults and
children dress up.

Election Day (Pages 19-20)

Election Day is the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in November. It's a legal holiday in many
states. On this day Americans elect government
leaders for their cities, states, courts and nation.
Every four years Americans elect a president and a
vice-president for a four-year term starting on the
following January 20th. No president can be
elected more than twice in a row. If the president
dies in office or cannot complete the term, the
vice-president becomes president.

Veterans Day (Pages 21-22)

In 1921 an unknown World War | American
soldier was buried in Arlington National Cemetery
in Washington, and similar ceremonies took place
in England and France, giving universal
recognition to the celebrated ending of World
War | fighting at 11.00 am, November 11th, 1918.
The day became known as Armistice Day.
Realising that peace was equally preserved by
veterans of World War Il in which sixteen and a
half million Americans took part, and also the
Korean War, President Eisenhower signed a bill in
1954 proclaiming November 11th as ‘Veterans
Day’. The body of an unknown American soldier
in Vietnam was later brought to Arlington. The
focal point for the official US Veteran's Day
ceremony is the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
where the President lays a wreath.

Thanksgiving (Pages 23-25)
Thanksgiving is always on the fourth Thursday in
November and is celebrated by a large meal.
Traditional foods are turkey, corn, stuffing, beans,
sweet potatoes, gravy and cranberry sauce
followed by appie pie or pumpkin pie. In 1620 the
Mayflower sailed to America carrying 100 people
from England called the Pilgrims. They were
seeking religious independence. The first winter
was hard; they had little food, few warm clothes,
and many of them died from illness. In the spring,
Native Americans visited the Pilgrims and showed
them how to plant corn. The Pilgrims built houses
and hunted turkeys which lived in the woods.
When fall came, they had plenty of food and they
invited the Indians to eat and celebrate with
them. The Native Americans brought deer for the
dinner. The feast lasted for three days.

Hanukkah (Pages 26-28)

Hanukkah is a Jewish holiday lasting eight days.
According to the Roman calendar, it usually takes
place in December. It is also known as the Festival
of Lights. It commemorates the victory of the Jews
over the Hellenist Syrians in 165 B.C. When the
battle was over, the heroes of the battle were
unable to find enough undefiled oil to keep the
eternal lamps lit. In one of the Temple chambers
they finally came upon a small bottle of oil which,
under normal circumstances would only have
lasted one night, but miraculously it continued to
keep the lamp burning for eight nights. It is a
holiday commemorated by the lighting of candles
for eight nights (the candlestick is called a
menorah) and is often accompanied by presents
for the children.

Christmas (Pages 29-31)

The name Christmas comes from ‘Christ’s Mass". It
celebrates the birth of Christ on December 25th,
when people visit their families, decorate their
homes with Christmas trees and exchange gifts.
Many people decorate the roofs of their houses
and their gardens with elaborate models of Santa
Claus and his sled, reindeer, snowmen, etc. They
send cards, bake cookies, visit Santa in their local
department store, hang up stockings on Christmas
Eve, and many go to church. Families get together
for a large Christmas meal (often turkey although
many people eat roast beef or follow one of the
many European traditional recipes that include
fish in the Christmas menu).
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New Year’s Eve/Day (Page 32)

In many cities in the world, people gather in one
central place to celebrate the arrival of the new
year at midnight. In the USA, Times Square in
New York is the place to be as the huge silver ball
drops slowly onto number 1, Times Square at the
stroke of midnight. This has been happening since
1906, and each year the crowds get bigger and
bigger. Many forms of street entertainment are
organised to amuse those waiting to greet the
new year. There are big football games in many
places the next day, New Year's Day. People make
new year resolutions, promising to change bad
habits.

Kwanzaa (Pages 33-34)

Kwanzaa is a new festival in the American
calendar. It is a time of reaffirming African-
American people, their ancestors and culture. It
was founded in 1966 by Dr Maulana Karenga.
Today more than 15 million people celebrate
Kwanzaa. The word means “first fruits of the
harvest’ in the African language, Kiswabhili. It is
celebrated from December 26th to January 1st
and is based on Nguzo Saba (seven guiding
principles), one for each day of the observance.
The necessary objects to prepare the home for the
celebration are a candle holder, a straw mat, fruit
and vegetables, the equivalent number of ears of
corn for each of the children in the family, a
communatl unity cup, seven candles, one black,
three red and three green, and home-made gifts
(poems, photos, craft items, etc). People also
decorate rooms with black, red and green
streamers and balloons, flowers and African
prints.

Snow Day (Pages 35-36)

This is the term given to any day when school is
closed because of too much snow. Some parts of
the USA have enormous quantities of snow, and,
although the latest technology means that roads
are usually cleared, occasionally everything stops,
much to the delight of the pupils. An allowance
of five snow days is built into the annual school
calendar and if fewer than five snow days actually
occur during the winter, the unused days are
added to the longer vacations.

Martin Luther King Jr Day
(Pages 37-39)

January 15th is Martin Luther King Jr Day, in
honor of Martin Luther King, Jr, civil rights hero,
who was born on that day in 1929. Martin Luther
King Jr became a minister of the church, like his
father before him. He lobbied constantly to
improve the rights of black people, was often
threatened (his house was bombed), and he spent
some time in prison. He protested against the war
in Vietnam and he also became a spokesman for
all minorities. He received the Nobel Peace Prize
in 1964. On April 4th 1968, while organizing a
march in Memphis, Tennessee for poor workers,
he was assassinated.

Groundhog Day (Pages 40-41)
When German settlers arrived in the US in the
1700s they brought with them the tradition of
Candlemas Day. In Europe the early Christians
used to bless their candles on this day and place
lighted candles in their windows. There were lots
of weather proverbs connected with this day, eg:
If Candlemas be fair and bright, winter has
another flight; if Candlemas brings clouds and
rain, winter will not come again. If the sun made
an appearance on Candiemas Day, an animal
would cast a shadow. The Germans used to watch
a badger to see his shadow. In Pennsylvania the
groundhog was selected as a replacement.
Groundhogs are members of the squirrel family.
The first official Groundhog Day was on February
2nd, 1886. Since 1993, and the release of the film
called Groundhog Day, it has become very
popular. About 35,000 people pour into
Punxsutawney for the annual celebrations.
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Valentine’s Day (Pages 42-44)

There are several related theories about the
origin of St Valentine’s Day which are given in full
on page 45. In the USA, people not only send
cards to members of the opposite sex in the form
of anonymous love notes; they also send cards to
friends, teachers and caregivers telling them how
much they appreciate them. It is always
celebrated on February 14th.

Chinese New Year (Pages 45-46)
There are many large communities of Chinese
people living in large cities in the United States,
mainly in California or New York. Around 40,000
Chinese immigrants a year come to live in the
States and the Chinese celebration of New Year is
therefore a large and important celebration. The
festivities usually include firecrackers, dragon
dances and processions. People eat special
dumplings, cakes and fortune cookies containing
predictions about the future, and children are
given lucky red envelopes which contain money.
People clean their houses, wear red clothes and
paint their houses red for good luck. Each year is
symbolised by one of the twelve animals in the
Chinese calendar. People born in years governed
by certain animals are said to share similar
personality characteristics. New Year usually
occurs somewhere between January and February.

Susan B. Anthony Day

(Pages 47-48)

February 15th is Susan B. Anthony Day in memory
of the tireless supporter of women’s rights who
was born on that day in 1820. She was a teacher
and a civil rights campaigner. Much of the story of
her life is told in the puzzles on pages 47 and 48.
In 1920 the Nineteenth Amendment was added to
the Constitution of the USA which gives women
the right to vote. This is sometimes called the
‘Susan B. Anthony Amendment.’

Presidents’ Day (Pages 49-52)

This takes place on the third Monday in February
and celebrates the births of both George
Washington (born February 22, 1732) and
Abraham Lincoln (born February 12, 1809).
Washington was originally the commander of the
American forces in the American War of
Independence. He became the first president of
the USA. Many places (including the US capital)
and things are named after him. Lincoln came
from a poor family and became a lawyer. He was
the sixteenth president of the US. His goal was to
have a united country while at the same time
freeing the black slaves, which the southern states
were against. At the end of the Civil War in 1865
which the south lost, Lincoln was assassinated by
a southern actor called John Wilkes Booth on
April 14th, 1865, during an evening at the
theatre.

St Patrick’s Day (Pages 53-55)
March 19th is the day devoted to the patron saint
of Ireland, St Patrick. St Patrick was born in Wales
in 389 AD. He was the son of a Christian
landowner. At the age of 16 he was kidnapped
and taken to Ireland where he became a slave. Six
years later he escaped to France and he lived in a
monastery there. On his return to Britain he was
ordained as Bishop and went to Ireland as a
missionary. He established churches in the north
of Ireland.

Many irish people have emigrated to America in
the last 400 years, especially during the famous
potato famine in Ireland in the nineteenth
century. For this reason, St Patrick’s Day is
enthusiastically celebrated by people of Irish
descent. There are parades and marching bands,
dressed in green, play Irish music. Corned beef
and cabbage is a traditional menu.

Easter (Pages 56-58)

Palm Sunday, the Sunday before Easter, celebrates
the arrival of Jesus in Jerusalem and small crosses
made of palm leaves are given to churchgoers to
mark the occasion. Good Friday commemorates

the crucifixion of Jesus. The name comes from
'God’ rather than ‘good'. Easter Sunday is the day
for celebrating Jesus's rising from the dead. It falls
on the first Sunday after the spring full moon, in
March or April. Apart from being an important
religious holiday, it symbolises the end of winter,
the birth of new life, and, for children, it means
gifts of candy and chocolate eggs. There are some
Easter parades too where people wear funny
Easter bonnets that they have made and there is a
prize for the best one.

Earth Day (Pages 59-61)

Earth Day was the original idea of Senator
Gaylord Nelson. In the 1960s he persuaded
President Kennedy to take an active interest in
environmental issues and six years later, in 1970,
he announced a national environmental teach-in.
Twenty million people participated right across
America. Since then public awareness of
ecological and environmental issues such as global
warming, recycling, care for the world's resources,
disappearing animal and plant species, has grown
enormously, not only in America but all over the
world.

Arbor Day (Pages 62-63)

The first Arbor Day was celebrated in the state of
Nebraska in 1872, in response to a state
proclamation urging settlers and homesteaders in
that prairie state to plant trees that would
provide shelter, shade, fruit, fuel and beauty for
residents of the largely treeless plains. More than
one million trees were planted. The idea spread
to neighboring states and eventually to all of the
United States and many other nations. National
Arbor Day is usually the last Friday in April.

Cinco de Mayo (Page 64)

Cinco de Mayo commemorates the battle at
Puebla, Mexico in 1862 when the Mexicans
defeated the French army. Celebrating Cinco de
Mayo has become increasingly popular along the
US-Mexico border and in parts of the US that
have a high population of people with Mexican
heritage. Today’s holiday is a celebration of
Mexican culture, food, music, beverage and
customs unique to Mexico. Cinco de Mayo is
becoming adopted into the holiday calendar of
more and more people every year.

Mother’s Day (Pages 65-67)

The eartiest Mother's Day celebrations can be
traced back to the spring celebrations of ancient
Greece in honor of Rhea, the Mother of the Gods.
During the 1600s England celebrated Mothering
Sunday on the fourth Sunday of Lent (the 40-day
period leading up to Easter), and it honored the
mothers of England. As more and more people
left their homes to find work in growing new
cities, this became one of the few days in the year
when servants would have the day off and return
home to spend a day with their mothers. As
Christianity spread, the celebrations changed to
honor the Mother church.

In the United States Mother’s Day was first
suggested in 1872 by Julia Ward Howe who wrote
the Battle Hymn of the Republic. In 1907 Ana
Jarvis from Philadelphia began a campaign to
establish a national Mother’s Day. She persuaded
her own church to celebrate Mother’s Day on the
second anniversary of her mother’s death (the 2nd
Sunday of May). By 1911 it was celebrated in
almost every state and in 1914 President
Woodrow Wilson proclaimed it an official holiday.

Memorial Day (Pages 68-69)
Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is
a day to remember those who have died in the
service of the American nation. After the Civil
War many people in the North and South
decorated soldiers graves with flowers.
Decoration Day was officially proclaimed on May
30, 1868. After World War | the soldiers who died
in other wars were also honored. In 1971 it was
declared a national holiday to be held on the last
Monday in May. It is still a time to remember

those who have died in wars and a long weekend
for families to get together for picnics and early
summer activities.

Flag Day (Pages 70-71)

In 1777 the Continental Congress adopted the
Stars and Stripes pattern for the national flag.
This was just one year after the Declaration of
Independence and more than ten years before
the finalizing of the US Constitution. The first
celebration of Flag Day was in 1877. In 1949
President Harry Truman signed legislation making
it a day of national observance on June 14th.
There have been various attempts to replace the
Star Spangled Banner as the national anthem
with tunes with ‘less war-like sentiments’, but
without success. Although it is technically a
holiday, very few Americans get the day off work.

Graduation Day (Pages 72-74)
Graduation is an important time in schools,
colleges and universities in the States, usually
accompanied by a ceremony attended by families
and friends as well as the students themselves. If
the weather is good, the ceremonies are held in
the open air. Diplomas are given out and in many
schools and colleges students wear academic
gowns and caps. The principal of the school and
other senior members make speeches, and there
are valedictory (farewell) speeches from students.
It is a great honor to be chosen to make the
valedictory speech, and the honor is usually given
to a student who has excelled academically in the
school or college. The excerpts on page 74 are
from authentic speeches made in the past few
years.

Summer Outing (Page 75)

Colonial Williamsburg is the world’s largest
outdoor living history museum. From 1699 to
1780 it was the capital of England’s oldest, largest,
richest and most populous colony in the New
World and the seat of power in the new nation’s
most influential state. More than 100 million
people have visited the museum.

Father’s Day (Pages 76-77)

On June 19 1909, Mrs John B. Dodd of
Washington wanted to honor her father, a Civil
War veteran, who was widowed when his wife
died in childbirth with their sixth child. At the
same time, in various towns and cities, other
people were beginning to celebrate a ‘father’s
day’. In 1966 President Johnson signed a
proclamation declaring the third Sunday of June
as Father’s Day. It has become a day not only to
honor fathers, but all men who act as father
figures: stepfathers, uncles, grandfathers and
adult male friends.

Independence Day (Pages 78-80)
July 4th commemorates the signing of the
Declaration of Independence by fifty-five
influential colonists in 1776. The Declaration was
drafted by Thomas Jefferson. it marked the
beginning of the War of Independence against
England, ending with victory in 1781.

Summer Camp (Pages 81-83)

During the summer vacation, many children
attend summer camp where they live in cabins
with cots for four or more campers and a
counselor (who supervises and instructs the
campers). They experience the outdoor life, learn
new skills and gain confidence and independence.

State Fair (Page 84)

State fairs started out as large agricultural shows
but today they include parades, rodeos, barn
dances, concerts, races, giant vegetable contests,
beauty pageants, cattle auctions and other animal
contests.
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HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA
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Holidays and Special Days

There are four seasons in the year. Do you know which months are in each season?

Write the names of the months.

. Y wier ) serve )
s_ _ _ . _ op__ _ _ _ _ M_ _

co_ _ _ S o

N__ F_ _ _ _ _ M__

These are some American holidays and special days. Read about them.
Write the name of each holiday in the correct month on the calendar.

St Patrick’s Day

There are lots of people in
America who originally came
from Ireland. St Patrick’s day is
in the spring. This month has
five letters. The last letter is H.
St Patrick is the patron saint of
Ireland.

Election Day

Election Day is in the fall, in a
month with eight letters.

Martin Luther King Day

People remember the famous
| African American, Martin

| Luther King, on a day in the

| middle of winter, in a month
beginning with J.

Flag Day

This is a special day to honor
the American flag. This is in
the month before
Independence Day.

S PP
(e i

-
7777 y///////I/I 1L
v,/[l/ﬂ»,/////ﬂ/ o

Groundhog Day

This is a festival for people who
want to know when spring is
coming. It's on the second day
of a winter month. The third
letter of the month is B.

JANUARY FEBRUARY

MAY

JUNE

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER

Halloween

Labor Day )

Labor Day is on the first
Monday of fall. It honors all
the American workers. It's
always on a Monday.

mOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC INC.
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HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA (D
Presidents’ Day '

This is in the same month as
Groundhog Day and it's
always on the third Monday.
it celebrates the birthdays of
George Washington and
Abraham Lincoln.

Thanksgiving '

It celebrates the Pilgrims’
first harvest in 1621. It’s in
the same month as
Election Day.

Memorial Day )

On the last Monday in a
month with three letters in it,
Americans remember those
people who died in wars.

"Christmas Day

This is a very important
Christian holiday. It's in the
winter. The month has eight
letters and the fifth letter

is M.

MARCH APRIL

Independence Day

There are parades and picnics
*| to celebrate the day when the
American colonies became
independent from Britain. It's
in the month before August.

Arbor Day )

This is a special day for
planting trees. In many states
people celebrate this festival
in the spring in a month
beginning with A, but in some
states it's earlier in the year.

Summer Vacation '

This isn‘t a special holiday, but
) it's the last time to enjoy

=1.1 yourself before school starts
Y] again. It's a summer month -
of course - with six letters.

JULY AUGUST

NOVEMBER DECEMBER

This seven-day African
American festival begins the
day after Christmas. It is the
same time of the year as the
harvest festivals in Africa.

Columbus Day Halloween

This is the anniversary of
Christopher Columbus’s arrival
in America. It's on the second
Monday in a month beginning
with O.

This is the holiday when
children dress up in scary
costumes. It's in the fall in a
month with two Os in it.
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m First Day of School [September: week 1] @
The School Bus

Some of the children in Mrs Grant’s class at Fairfield Elementary School go to school on the school
bus. Every day they like to sit in the same seats.

Fill in the empty boxes with the names of the children who sit in the seats.

Vit oo NN = i
- | : Al || Be s (l,7\::‘

Carly likes to sit next to the window.

Jason doesn’t like sitting next to a girl.
Ashley sits behind Martha.

Michael doesn’t like to sit behind the driver.
Michael sits in front of Jason.

Tyrone sits between Courteney and Melissa.
Melissa and Ellie always sit together.

Do you travel to school by bus?
Where do you like to sit when you travel by bus?
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m First Day of School [September: week 1] (D

Language and Geography Lesson

You are learning English, but you already know lots of Native American words, too.

These are the names of some U.S. states. Use the map to find the answers.

10.

11.

12.

Kentucky Texas Nebraska Oklahoma Kansas Ohio Utah Massachusetts

Connpeetictl® Minnesota Mississippi Missouri

English meaning Native American word/name of state
The plLace with The LONG RIVER IR0 d L S
This state has eleven letters in its name and it's on the east coast.

The PLACE WITD TD€ LARGE DILL et neee e s e en e s
This state has thirteen letters in its name and it's on the east coast.

DIGDER U v ———————— vt
This state has four letters in its name and it is not near the coast. It's north of Arizona.
PEOPLE OF THE SOUTD WIND it reee e e s er e e as e v s e ererss s s e s raan
This state has six letters in its name and it's in the center of North America.
CLOUDY WATER e et v st s ab s sa e s
This state has nine letters in its name and it borders on Canada.

TDE GREAT RIVER eeeseecee et vsissis st s st v
This state has eleven letters in its name and it's a southern state.

RIVER OF TDE BIG CANOES rereesceecimieesees v essssssrissses st rsseaes
This state has eight letters in its name and it's between lowa and Arkansas.

THE GOOD RIVER vt eteetm it vreasa e s e e e rearaneasraraesaaaes
This state has four letters in its name and it's in the east, not far from Canada.

RED AN e ———————————
This state has eight letters in its name and it's between Kansas and Texas.

g £ 1= N e Y 2 N
This state has five letters in its name and it's very big.

MWEADOWLAND e ———————————
This state has eight letters in its name and it's next to Virginia.

BROAD RIVER  ttirieseveseesisesvessssresssesressessresssessssees
This state has eight letters in its name and it's east of Wyoming.

NORTH MINNESO
MONTANA DAKOTA

WASHINGTON

SOUTH
DAKOTA

Wy
IDAHO WYOMING
. NEBRASKA “ L
NEVADA

OREGON

HENNSYLVANTA, S

RHODE ISLAND
'T"k CONNECTICUT
X 7\ NEW JERSEY

MISSOURI Y_/KENTUCKY A—~iRGiNIA

NORTH DELAWARE
OKLAHOMA TENNESSE CAROLINA
NEW ARKANSAS MARYLAND
ARIZONA MEXICO
VS PPI ! M
TEXAS % ALABAMA
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@IME First Day of School [september: week 1] (D

The School System

American children go to kindergarten before first grade.

Most children start elementary school when
they are six years old.
Each year at school is called a grade.

There are twelve grades.

Elementary school is sometimes called
grade school.

Children are usually in elementary school

from first grade to sixth grade.

Then they go to junior high school from
seventh grade to eighth grade.

When students are in high school they are called:

freshmen (first year/ninth grade)

sophomores (second year/tenth grade)
juniors (eleventh grade)
seniors (twelfth grade)

After high school many students go to college.
The word college also means university.

Students at college are also called freshmen,
sophomores, juniors and seniors.

Read the information about schools in the USA and put these children and teenagers in order of
their ages, starting with the youngest. Write their ages next to their names.

Joel is in grade school. He's in the fourth grade.

Joel's brother, Oliver, is in his first year at Oakland Junior High School.
Oliver’s sister, Britney, is a Broadpark High School sophomore.

Britney’s best friend, Lily, is a junior at Broadpark.
Lily’s sister, Nancy, is a senior in Oakland College.

Marsha is in kindergarten, but her best friend, Meryl, is already in first grade.

Meryl’s twin sisters, Holly and Amy, are in fifth grade.
Jake is a freshman in Broadpark High.

mOLlDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC INC.
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m Labor Day [First Monday in September] (D
Working Clothes

Labor Day is the first Monday in September. It celebrates and honors working people.

Look at these eight people. They are all wearing the wrong clothes, and they are all carrying the wrong
equipment for the job.

Rhona is a mail carrier  Chuck is a baseball player

i

Jeannie is a cook Michelle is a lifeguard Leanne is a police officer Emily is a doctor.

You will need these words:

Clothes

business suit baseball gear
white-coat bathing suit and cap
uniform helmet and coat

Equipment briefcase
YS—maitbag baseball bat and ball
ax whistle and float
stethoscope
spoons and pans

cap and apron uniform

and iS CarryiNg ......coceovevieeeceeieceseeseeece e ctn e
Chuck is WEAKING ....ccvrvrreearirrirercviresriinsserssssecsseescssensns =T aTo T or- 15711 o Vo HE
Larry is Wearing .....ccccocevvemneceeeieereree e =1 aTo T or=1 4 V11 oV RO
Jeannie is Wearing .....ccccccorrerrarmeccenrirceereneeees e =T e I E o= 14 To [P
Michelle is Wearing ........coceceervemvemearererreee e =T e [T o 1441 o Te [T O USSR
(T TSR RV =- [ 1 Yo [
Emily is Wearing ....ccocevceieircremeecrceer e =T oo I EI < 1 V1 s Te 1O
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m Labor Day [First Monday in September] (._)
Just the Job!

What skills and qualities do you need in order to do these jobs?

Check ( v ) the boxes next to the best answer in your opinion.

1. A VET loves music [[] 6. APOLICE OFFICER likes to be alone []
people [] music ]
the telephone [] animals ]
animals ] to help people []
sports [] math ]

artistic [] to be alone
patient [] to travel
energetic [] animals

fresh air
the telephone

well-organized ]

brave D

|

the dark [[] 8. AFIRE-FIGHTER is artistic []
traveling [] patient ]
blood [] energetic ]
fresh air [] well-organized ]
music [] brave ]
4. An ACTOR is good with her artistic ]
7/ hands [] / good with his
J“ patient ] hands []
artistic ] energetic ]
energetic [] patient ]
calm [] brave ]
blood [ ] 10.A COMPUTER PROGRAMMER is
fresh air ] energetic []
tobealone  [7] brave []
math ] patient []
animals ] well-organized |}
calm []

What job would you like to do? What skills or qualities do you need to do that job?

@ HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC INC.)

bnu h.‘u h.u ‘nu b;u LL-

[



K I I I I 'S

@I Citizenship Day  [september 17¢h] CD

The Right Stuff

Here are some facts about Citizenship Day.

In each sentence one word is wrong.
Find the word and look for it in the word search. €= &y $
Then look at the scroll. Choose the right word for each sentence.

September 17 is Citizenship Night.

This was the day, in 1787, when people burned the American Constitution.
Schools, cars and post offices are not closed.

People who are born in the United States are nurses.

Citizens have rights, but they also have shopping.

You can also become an African citizen later in your life.

To become an American citizen, a person must be eighteen years young.
To become an American citizen, you must sing in America for five years.
It's only three years if you are close to an American citizen.

To be a citizen you must have a good moral haircut.

To be a citizen you must understand basic Spanish.

. To be a citizen you must understand the basic poem of the United States.
. You must promise to stop being a citizen of your old school.

. You must promise to obey all the dogs of America.

. When you are a citizen you can dance and sit on a jury.

To live and work in

vote
- 5 3 -©
America you ......cccccvveernnen ’
’
........................................ % A

hi{slclh|o|lo|]l|miu e }l ‘
alglain|i|g|lh|t)|s T - ™) ,
i|n|rjlejc|n|a|d|t ¢ Rlﬂ }I t S t ” N ‘
rfu|s|i n|jgla|g|h .
c|lo|la|s|v|f|in|s|n hve DLZ)/
ulyvylg ? riija|lp|u | Siﬂnﬂd 0/4
tlojgli|p|lr|jejair : mﬂ”’ie ﬂ] é
d e|c|p|nfcla|n|s]| hlSto iy
rlaj/o|lp|lo|e/m|i| e [ Yy chamcter /éf
n h|lc|l|o|ls|e|s s
plurinlela o) English itz
/Now look at the word blhtws
¢sponst

search again. The ' ‘V ]ﬂWS

remaining words spell ﬂc(;m

the name of something AE Colﬂ’lby j

you need if you want to

live and work in America.
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m Columbus Day [2nd Monday in October] £D

Who Discovered America??

Learn about the visitors to America.

Put the sentences in the correct order. At the end of each sentence are some words. If you have the
sentences in the correct order, the words in bold type will make a sentence. The words in bold tell you
what Columbus did when he returned to Spain for the first time.

These people are now called Native Americans. [and took]

Twenty thousand years ago hunters from Asia walked to Alaska from Siberia. [He left]

They were looking for food. [forty sailors]

He thought it was India. [as presents]
He visited America three more times. [Isabella]
He was looking for a way to get to Asia. [six]
Columbus told them their island belonged to Spain now. [for Queen]

He landed on an island called Guahanal. Now it’s called San Salvador.
[Native Americans]

In 1492 Columbus, an Italian, sailed across the Atlantic from Spain. [gold and]

What did Columbus do when he returned to Spain? (Take the words from the ends of the
SENEENCES ADOVE). HE JEFE ...ttt s e e

Columbus Day celebrates Christopher Columbus’s arrival in America on October 12th in 1492.
Some people don’t believe in celebrating this holiday. Why?
Think about these questions.

a. Did Columbus discover America?
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@ Columbus Day  [2nd Monday in October] 49
What’'s Wrong With the Picture??

Here are some things that the Native Americans invented or that originally come from America.

Choose the correct words from the box and write the names of the things under the pictures.

lacrosse corn pineapple pumpkin potato tomato
pipe rubber llama sunflower

Look at the picture below. This shows Columbus as a young boy growing up in Italy. Can you find
10 things that are wrong with the picture?

AR

= 2
AN v,

>

&

X

S
\ N
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[October 31st]

Halloween

L

Trick-or-Treating

On Halloween night children and teenagers go trick-or-treating. They go from house to house in

P

Halloween costumes and people give them candy or money.

Go trick-or-treating with your friends!

You need counters and a die.

Follow the instructions on the board. Write down how
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@A Halloween  [October 31st] (H_)

Jack-O’-Lanterns

On Halloween people make jack-o’-lanterns out of pumpkins and
they put them in their windows.

Look at the jack-o’-lanterns in Treat Street and read the sentences.

Choose the correct word for each sentence.

1. Most of the jack-o'-lanterns have square / triangle-shaped / round eyes.
2. Most of the jack-o'-lanterns have round / triangle-shaped / square noses.
3. Most of the jack-o'-lanterns have happy / unhappy faces.

4. Most of the jack-o'-lanterns have square / sharp / round teeth

_— e\

N\
==

=]

Look at the three rows of jack-o'-lanterns. Choose
the correct jack-o'-lantern to fit in row 3.
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m Election Day [First Tuesday after first Monday in November]

|
<~ . :
s

Who Votes?

Election Day is in November. It is always the first Tuesday after the first Monday.
To vote in an American election, you have to be an American citizen.

To become an American citizen, an immigrant must pass the citizenship test. Here are some questions.
Can you pass the citizenship test? (We've made it easier for you by giving you a choice of answers!)

-

1.

What are the colors on our flag? 6.
a) Red, white and blue
b) Green, yellow and black

c) Red, white and yellow

What is the fourth of July?
a) Thanksgiving

7.
b) Independence Day
c) Election Day
Who helped the Pilgrims in America?
a) The Native Americans
b) The Spanish 8.
c) The Vikings
Which president freed the slaves?
a) Bili Clinton
b) Abraham Lincoln 9.

c) John F Kennedy

Why are there 100 senators in the
senate?

a) One for each state

b) One for each large American city

c) Two for each state

Who becomes president of the
United States if the president dies?

a) The vice-president
b) The president’s wife

c) There is no president until people
vote for a new one

What are the 49th and 50th states of
the Union?

a) Alaska and Hawaii
b) California and Seattle

¢) Hawaii and Florida

How many terms can a president serve?
a) Two terms
b) One term

c) Five terms

Why did the Pilgrims come to America?

a) Because they wanted religious
freedom

b) Because they wanted to make lots of
money

c) Because they got lost

Now, write a quiz to test people’s knowledge of your country.
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m Election Day [First Tuesday after first Monday in November]

Y
-
.

’

Election Promises

Joe Randall and Jay Hyams would each like to be governor of a state. They are making

their election speeches.

Read what they say, then complete their election promises with the phrases in the box.

joe Randall ing i our
»| want to see More peo;l)lle ;/rvnoro;:ant Aol
schooks 27 :1‘25:;;5.”;\/5: v’\fasnt tf) attract .g<.)od
themlren:;z we want to keep them. Th'lStlS
p:?pimportant. | want to create @ society
‘\//vh);re we respect our parents ?;c: M our
grandparents. We must Ioo.k a it
senior citizens and lam gomg. o ot
their pensions. The ecc?nomy is e
hen we ar€ all working 50 | V\'/l' -
p joyment. | want every cmze.n (0
un:;nrseosyo vote for me and you will create @
a

petter future! !

cou
methods of changin

nt.ries and find the best
9 criminal behg vior. "

a. drugs . new ways of treating criminals
b. the number of crimes commited . more jobs

c. fines for some types of crime g. more houses
d. teachers’ and doctors’ salaries for old people

If he is elected, Randall says he will: If he is elected, Hyams says he will:

LI £ 12X J PP 1. fight against ...,
2. improve life ... 2.iNtroduce ......cooceivenvieeeee
3.create ..ococciiiiiinn, Beeeeteearreae e e e aareeae s anes 3. 1edUCE oot
4. DU e 4. investigate.....c.ccoveiveecrenr e

Check ( v ) the promises that you think are a good idea.
If you were elected governor of the area that you live in, what would you change?
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@IEXE Veterans Day  [November 11th] (\D

Veterans Day Crossword

Read the story of Veterans Day. Fill in the missing words from the box and write the words in the
poppy below. When you have finished you will find another name for Veterans Day.

church war peace blood soldier silence eleventh
First holiday November remembers poppy

(3) 11th is Veterans Day. A veteran is a (7) who has fought in a

Q) . Thirty-five countries fought in the (5) World War, which started in
1914. Finally, in 1918, the countries stopped fighting and signed a (11) document on the
eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the (6) month. President Wilson made November
11th a special (4) . Every year on Veterans Day, people go to (2) and sing
and say prayers. At eleven o’clock in the morning there is a minute’s (8) , when
everybody is quiet and (9) the soldiers who died. It is traditional to wear a flower called
a(12) . This red flower represents all the (10) that was lost during
fighting.

Another name for Veterans Day is
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G veie
rans Day [November 11th]

R

Ben Comes Home

Read the sto
ry about Ben Bai
- ;\ilclltjy and look at the pictures. Decide whi
woman is Claire, his girlfriend which man is Ben and

s Marching Home
ro, gets a big welcome
as he returns from the war

the train from New York.

1918 — Ben Bailey stepped off
le enlisted in the Army when the US entered the war in
d. Ben, 19 years old, was wounded and spent many

Ben Come
Ben Bailey, Jocal he

Centerville, Christmas,

Ten of Centerville’s young peop
ive

1917. Five, including Ben, Surv
months in a hospital in England.
As his train pulled into the station, Ben climbed down onto the platform. His arm
_shaven but he looked ti ily, his glasses were not
dhood sweetheart in the crowd. She

was in a sling. He was clean
broken and he smiled as he spotted Claire, his chil
iled back at him, her long blond hair tied back. He started
her. She pulled his cap
u so much”

waved her handkerchief and snm
ut his painful arm slowed him down. At last he reached
sed him on the lips. «Ben”, she said, «] have missed YO

running, b
off his head and kis
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m Thanksgiving [Last Thursday in November] m

Thanksgiving Dinner

On Thanksgiving American families and friends eat a traditional meal together.

Look at the Thanksgiving dinner menu, then look at the drawings. Can you put the drawings in the correct order?

Roast turkey
Sweet potatoes
Corn
Cranberry sauce

Pumpkin pie
Apple pie

L Coffee é@

k|
=C—
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m Thanksgiving [Last Thursday in November] £D

Preparing Thanksgiving Dinner
For Thanksgiving dinner people eat traditional foods like turkey,
sweet potatoes and apple pie.

«—START HERE

1. Here are some things to do to prepare the
Thanksgiving dinner. Use the wheel to find the
verbs which are missing from each sentence.

a. You must

peel
the potatoes

b. You have to

the salad

c. You need to e. You can

the bread the turnips
d. You must f. You have to
the turkey the apple pie

2. Write the name of each person under the correct meal.

Kevin never eats salad. Aunt Joan doesn't like corn, but she likes

Steven doesn’t like salad or turnips. potatoes.

Lucy’s on a diet so she doesn’t want bread or
potatoes.

Uncle Bill doesn't eat turkey. He's a vegetarian.

Grandpa George doesn‘t want to eat corn and
he doesn’t like potatoes.

@ HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC INKD
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m Thanksgiving [Last Thursday in November] C[)
The Story of Thanksgiving

Tell the story of Thanksgiving. Put the past simple verbs into the correct spaces.

— " |
invited (W) g‘(\“mﬁl {7 M
called (R) Y %{‘:}
had (1) M \/V\ffh\’
taught (Y) ¢ A E
- knew (M) T =
sailed (P)
| were (1)
- wanted (L)
became (S)
— landed (G)
) died (M)
= lived (A)
— worked (L)
had (W) 3
gave (F) A
- lasted (R) X
grew (O)
—— )
3 In 1620, a group of people 1) from England to America. There 2) one hundred people
on the ship. They 3) to start a new life in America and practice their religion in freedom.
They 4) at a place on the north-east coast of America. They 5) it Plymouth. They were far
- from their home, and life was hard. They 6) little food and they 7) little about their
- new home. Their first winter in America was very cold. Many of them 8) ill and 9)

: However, the Native Americans who 10) there decided to help them. They 11) the
newcomers how to grow corn and other plants to eat, and they 12) them medicine to treat
- their illnesses. They also showed their new friends how to hunt for food and how to build better

houses. The newcomers 13) hard and their crops 14) . By November 1621 all of them
... 15) food and a home. To thank the Native Americans, the newcomers 16) them to a
special dinner to celebrate their friendship. This special dinner was the first Thanksgiving. The first
Thanksgiving dinner 17) for three days.
o Now write the letters over the numbers to find out more information about the people in the story.
The people who sailed from England to America were calledthe © _ _ _ _ _ __ __
— 123 45678
— The ship they sailed on was called the
- N\ N |
— M (7[! / \ ~
9 1011121314 151617 J/\{\’\\ T ' \"}
o NIEE
oo o) N / /\ —
S — el Ay
) g e I = : e
— e — =
S & e S
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m Hanukkah [November / December] <D

The Story of Hanukkah

This is the story of Hanukkah in pictures. Look at the opposite page and find the correct captions
for the pictures. Write the number of the correct caption under each picture.

@ HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC INC.)
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m Hanukkah [November / December] (D

The Story of Hanukkah

Choose the correct captions for the picture story.

He puts Greek statues in the Jewish temple.

There is a Jewish man with five sons called the Maccabees

Antiochus, the King of Syria, doesn’t like Jewish people.

The Jewish army fights against Antiochus and the Jews win. They have their temple again.

Now Jewish people celebrate the Festival of Lights (Hanukkah) to help them remember the story.
The Maccabees refuse to bow to Antiochus’s Greek statues.

In the Jewish temple there is a special lamp called the Eternal Light.

He tells Jews: "Bow to my statues or we are going to kill you!"

The Maccabees are brave. They become leaders of the Jewish army.

But there is oil in the Eternal Light for only one day. It takes eight more days to get oil for the
Eternal Light.

When Jewish people find the oil for the lamp, the light is still burning after eight days!
It's a miracle!

Antiochus wants to use the Jewish temple for his religion.

s

Now, when families celebrate Hanukkah, they have a Hanukkah menorah with eight candles.

Light the menorah

Each night a different person lights a candle. Finish the sentences.

On the first night of Hanukkah, Joseph lights On the night, Sandy lights five candles.
_candle. On the sixth night, Jane lights ____ candles.
On the second night, Rachel lights ____ candles. On the seventh night, Eve lights ____candles.
On the night, Daniel lights three candles. On the ____ night, Jonathan lights eight

On the fourth night, Ruth lights _____ candles. candles.

CHOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC INC. E




m Hanukkah [November / December] @
The Dreidel Game

Hanukkah is a Jewish holiday. During Hanukkabh, Jewish children play the dreidel game.
They play the game with buttons, sweets or pennies.

A dreidel is a little top with four sides. Each side has a letter of the Hebrew alphabet. The letters are
from a Hebrew sentence: Nes gadol haya sham, which means "A great miracle has occurred.”

Nun means "nothing." If you can see this side, you must do nothing.

Gimmel means "all." If you can see this side, you must take all the
pennies from the pot.

Hay means "half."If you can see this side, you must take half the
pennies from the pot.

Shin means "put." If you can see this side, you must put one penny

into the pot.

Rachel, Jonathan, Ruth and Jacob are playing the dreidel game. They all start with ten pennies and

there are ten pennies in the pot. Who has most pennies at the end of the game? Answer the questions.

('

1. At the end of the game, does Rachel have more pennies than
Jonathan? ..........

(-l
2. At the end of the game, does Ruth have more pennies than Jacob? &

3. At the end of the game, who has the fewest pennies? ................
4. At the end of the game, who has the most pennies? ..................
5. At the end of the game how many children have more pennies
than Rachel? .....
6. At the end of the game, how many pennies are in the pot?

@ HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC INC.)

ound 1 Round 4 Round 7 Round 9 Round 11
Rachel — hay Rachel - shin Rachel - shin Rachel — hay Rachel - shin
Jonathan - shin Jonathan - nun Jonathan - Jonathan - shin Jonathan - shin
Ruth - nun Ruth - shin gimmel Ruth — gimmel Ruth - nun
Jacob - hay Jacob - nun Ruth — nun Jacob - shin Jacob - hay
Round 2 Round 5 Jacob - shin Round 10 Round 12
Rachel — gimmel Rachel — nun Round 8 Rachel - shin Rachel - shin
Jonathan - nun Jonathan - shin Rachel - shin Jonathan - nun Jonathan —
Ruth — hay Ruth — shin Jonathan - shin Ruth - hay gimmel
Jacob - hay Jacob - gimmel Ruth — nun Jacob — gimmel Ruth - shin
Round 3 Round 6 Jacob —shin Jacob - shin
Rachel - shin Rachel - shin
Jonathan - shin Jonathan - shin
Ruth — gimmel Ruth — hay
Jacob - shin Jacob - nun
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m Christmas [December 25th] (D
A Letter for Santa

Serena is writing to Santa and making a list of all the things she and
her family would like to get for Christmas. Put all the picture words into the plural.
To help you, you can find all the words in their singular form on the right of the letter.

Dear Santa Claus b.OX
I am really looking forward to Christmas and | want to tell you about the
i candy
presents wed all like.
friend
Id love to have two %’{%%? of crayons., Id like a lot of
candy

’@5} to share with my . Dont
mouse
put the ’@sé in my 51;00/<mg because | think there are

on
some s living in the roof of the house. My sister and pony
X , L child
I would love two . Dad thinks this is silly because
M .
we live in a town he says S can’t look after them. ski
T shoe
Jack, my brother, would like some new &9 . My sister

Rose wants some new red & . because she’s going party
o lots of g@fﬁ ___________ this Christmas. Dad wants tool

some %54 because he plans to build some new shelf

W in my bedroom. We need some new T=—=t—=, knife
-  and @  for fork
our kitchen, too lk@ a teddy bear for my little broth.er Thomas dish
because & _ lovecuddly } Cﬁé@ . Mom baby
would like two, n;vl = SOSS . ,Gra;/dma would like toy
those delicious chocolate - ¥ from the bakery on scarf
Main Street. cookie
I must stop now because | am going to help my m@ ®‘J‘c friend
and their decorate their famil
R == % y
These are just a few of our Christmas — house
Lots of love from Serena x x x wish
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@MY Christmas  [December 25th]

Christmas Tree Crossword

S
-~
.

.

Complete the clues and match them to the crossword. Then fill in the crossword with the answers.

Weeat __ __ __ for lunch
on Christmas day. I:I

We send to our

friends at Christmas. D

We decorate the tree with

Christmas is a festival to
celebrate the birth of Jesus

Christmas day. [_]

A is a large I

sock which Santa Claus
fills with presents. Ij

Christmas is in /

The three kings followed
a____tofind Jesus. [_]]

The day before Christmas
day is called Christmas _ _ _. I:I

Father Christmas is another

We put an

_____ on top
of the tree. D
The church _ _ _ _ _ ring on

Christmas day. Ij

The day after Christmas day %@@ é%%? @%M@)

is called day. [_]]

------ 0 S
~di
</

Decide where each word goes.

CLUES %@%@ %W

*,

P

\\

TR DG

\ '-\\\\‘«

S= > 1. |C|L|A
2. H <5
4 3. |IQ <
3 S <<
6. T
B <
' <
10. T
11. R
12. |
13. E
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m Christmas [December 25th] (\'D
Christmas Shopping

Book stores are great places to buy gifts to put in Christmas stockings.

Choose the most suitable books for these people. Remember, if someone
is good at doing something, they don’t need a book that tells them how to do it!

1. Mary Ann is really good at telling jokes and always makes people laugh. She’s a
good mathematician but she’s not so good at learning languages. She tells lots
of funny stories about her three-month vacation in Mexico and South America
when she tried to speak Spanish and Portuguese and made many mistakes. She
loves to go shopping and has lots of money to spend.

What's best for Mary Ann and why? Choose (c) or (d).
[ ] DECAUSE .veveeeeeeeeeeeeeeasteiesssess e ssas s ass et s an s esessssessntensanrasssanasenrsasananscnscrnsis
AN NOT [ DECAUSE ..ottt s s n s ssbstenennas

2. Woody is a college freshman. He’s very fit and good at surfing, skiing and
skateboarding but he has no talent for playing team games. Balance is his

S speciality and he’s bored by ball games. He goes surfing on the California coast
Ny . . . . .
S each summer vacation and in the winter he goes skiing in Colorado.
y What's best for Woody? Choose (b) or (e).
\

I L= 10 L=
ANA NOT [ DECAUSE ...t eaeaeaeaetssesessaeseasaesessassessaesssssss s sessssaseneassssncssesnsnas

3. Sandi comes from New England. She enjoys her garden where she grows
vegetables and herbs. She respects the land and is always careful to recycle. She
likes to be alone. She doesn’t own many clothes because, she says, "I just don't
need much." She loves watching movies on TV when she’s indoors during the
winter evenings.

What's best for Sandi? Choose (a) or (c).
[] DOCAUSE .ottt ss et es e es e e s st s s eaes s st nsssncas
AN NOT [ ] DECAUSE ..o teteseisie st es s essass s sasensaseseasnessesnseseensescanacanssas

4. Sonny has a great memory for remembering facts about famous movie stars. He
likes going to the movies. He's got every issue of the magazine MovieWorld
since the magazine first appeared. He wants to get a job as a movie critic. He
majored in foreign languages at college.

What's best for Sonny? Choose (a) or (d).
- [ ] DOCAUSE ....oveveeeeeeeeaeteeeeeaeaetetseessisteseseaeseas s easassass b s asasssasas s ess s eencasasscasesssbines
AN NOT [ ] DECAUSE ...eereeeeeeeeeeeeeeertsas s sasess e ens s s ssaseaseanessanas s sasassesaeasasens

THE BEST OF
MOVIE WORLD

Excerpts from the
best-se\\mg_
movie magazine

&=
o

Catch

RV the Wave
SPANISH |
The shopaholic’s DICTIONARY Aiye:z)vl;]glj

guide to set in .
New York’s Hawa”

: Over 20,000 &‘
fash |
ashion scene words, including ’W\\’

c. new slang
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m New Year’s Day [January 1st]

S
-
.

.

Come to the Football Game

New Year's Day is a holiday and lots of people watch football games on TV.

Look at the map of the US. Then look at the famous US football teams. Look at an atlas to find the state

where each team plays. Then write the letter you can
the team.

see in that state in the box next to the name of

-

NORTH
DAKOTA

o

WASHINGTON

MONTANA

MINNESOTA

HAWAII

1. Seattle Seahawks
2. Dallas Cowboys

3. New Orleans Saints
4. Miami Dolphins

5. Chicago Bears

SOUTH
DAKOTA
OREGON IDAHO WYOMING b
HUSE‘I‘I’S
NEBRASKA : n'h
NEVADA @ €~ RHODE ISLAND
UTAH COLORADO KANSAS Q " WL& CONNECTICUT
@ MISSOUR) A \ NEW JERSEY
KENTUCKY JIRGINIA
OKLAHOMA TENNESSE nggm A DELAWARE
NEW ARKANSAS MARYLAND
ARIZONA | MEXICO

6. San Francisco 49ers
7. Atlanta Falcons

8. Philadelphia Eagles
9. St Louis Rams

10. Denver Broncos
11.Kansas City Chiefs

The letters spell the name of the place where, on New Year's Eve, thousands of people gather in the
center of New York to watch a giant ball drop slowly down from the top of a big building at midnight.
People wait for midnight on New Year's Eve in ...........

&HOL[DAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC IN'D
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@IIEEEN Kwanzaa  [December 26th to January 1st] 49

The Meaning of Kwanzaa

Read about Kwanzaa and choose words from the box to fill in the spaces, then color the candles.

December people day red
seven holiday three center

Kwanzaa is a -day African American which starts on 26. It isn't religious or
political, but it celebrates African American , their lives, their history and their culture.

Each family has a candle holder called a kinara. This holds seven candles, and one candle is lit each _____
during Kwanzaa. The three candles on the left are green. This represents hope. The candles on
the right are _____ to represent the blood of African people. The candle in the is black, and it
represents the unity of the African people.

-

Each candle has a special cooperation
African name. Write these
names on the seven
candles and join the ambition family and community personal goals
flames to the words each
candle represents.

unity responsibility

creativity

The first one on the left is
kuumba, which means
creativity. The second one is
ujamaa, which means
cooperation. The third one
is called kujichagulia, which
means the family and
community. The fourth one
is umoja which means unity.
The fifth one is ujima,
which means responsibility.
The sixth one is nia which
means personal goals, and
the seventh one is called
imani and this means
ambition.

arf
JUIORT | 1\

N~ o

/
~d
e

s
“\l‘

(K(l.'

ce P ey
P

Now, color the candles.
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m Kwanzaa [December 26th to January 1st]

Goals for the Coming Year

During Kwanzaa, African Americans celebrate their past and think about the future.

Jackie, Derek, Ashley and Lisa are making their lists of goals for the year.

Qackie: "My main goals are about school."

Bl

r gy
;

(s '~///

147/

Derek: "My main goals are about family."

[

Ashley: "My main goals are about community. ) <Lisa: "My main goals are about friends.">

Put J, D, A or L next to each personal goal.

1. I'm going to spend
more time with my

grandparents.

4. I'm going to be more
helpful to my brothers and

sisters.

7. I'm going to help my
teacher with classroom

chores.

10. I'm going to baby-sit
for my mom and dad so

they can go out more

often.

2. I'm going to study
harder and do better in

math.

5. I'm going to listen
to my friends more.

8. I'm going to give some
money to charity.

11. I'm going to spend
more time on my

homework.

@ HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC INC.)

3. I'm going to be nicer
to my friends.

L]

6. I'm going to volunteer
at the local hospital because

| want to help people. D

9. I'm going to help
homeless people.

L]

12. I'm going to get up
earlier so I'm never late for

school. D
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Having Fun

1. It's a snow day! Look in the word search.

SISILIEID|ID I IN|G|I|RIH

o ¥ EN|S|I|B K|GADINE A

3 activities you can do GOOIC | C LIEJEICIT
L WMWIE SIMA|INHIS 'V
O FAIIBINISICIAIRF|T

2 pieces of clothing you can wear VILIHS MOIOIEIEW O R
EIAIRILAAWAIOR 110]S

2 things you will see S K P R T M E R N L C K
N ESIOI/AIUDDNU|I

2 things you can make EISIAIl YINIEIR Q | 1C| |
| Y LIUWAIN/OOU[N|N

2. Read the sentences. Which picture does each A S N O W B A L L S R G

sentence describe?

a) There are more snowflakes. D d) There are fewer icicles. D

b) The snowman is smaller. D e) Tommy'’s scarf is longer. |:|

¢) There are more snowballs. D f) There are more people on the sled. D

e} <




QDI Snow Day 4 »

Compound Words

1. Look at the word map below. Some of the words in this box can become new words if you add the
word snow in front of them. Some of them can become new words if you add the word ice in
front of them.

Begin at snowman and follow a path to reach every word that begins with snow. You must not go
through a word that begins with ice. Then, do the same starting with ice cube.

2. Then write the words that you made under the correct pictures.

@ HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC INC.)
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m Martin Luther King Jr Day [January 15th] £D
The Montgomery Bus Boycott

Martin Luther King, Jr went to jail for this. But what was it?

Read the story and choose the correct missing words. Take the letter from each correct arrow and you
can learn the name of another famous black church minister in the United States who fights for equal

START HERE rights for everyone.

Rosa Parks was a
black lady who ...................... in

a shop in Montgomery, Alabama.
is working worked
)

Before 1955, in some

parts of America, black people and

white people ....cccvvrciviinnenne use the same
schools, lunch counters, restaurants,

swimming pools and water fountains.

could not cannot

J F

F

When the
white part was full,
black people had to
........................ and give their
seats to white people.
stand down stand up
A S

One day in
1955, the driver of her

stand up for a white person.

told her  has told her
E P

White people

sat in the front of a bus

and black people ................

to sit in the back.
had  have

E S

Martin Luther King, Jr
...................... all the black
people in Montgomery
not to use the buses.

was telling told
B A

people bombed
his house.

Angry  Happy

S w

Martin LutherKing, Jr VA /i, and the
police arrested her.

decided refused
R J

is going went
D K

For one year
black people walked, cycled,
shared cars and even ..................
horses to work
rode ridden
M

The bus company
{ ..................... a lot of money.

(0]

Now anyone can
sit anywhere on
a bus.

changed  have changed
N E

THE END

(HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN iIMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC INC.




m Martin Luther King Day [January 15th]

9

The Life of Martin Luther King Jr

Choose the correct verbs from this page to complete the story of the life of Martin Luther King, Jr
Take the words under the verbs and put them into the Speech Box on the opposite page.

(] .
led had put
of will a nation

m - N
~§ couldnt {2 became ’:‘g
that have
I
- brought ¢\ listened VP
said weren’t allowed color ; ittle o0
day l dream §,
7 [’ IO/)? I g.
L) weren’t |2 called l
= \: was born the told
a | children
’ B
L £ ! T got
shgt P continued wasn’t < where
their they my N
e
- 3 e
A s xe
3 protested N S heard
by but
marched one ~ ave \
bombed i
a e judged live
not /ol
S . ¢s
- | A received |h&|  burned
2
P arrested ﬁ spoke by be
" content
- n [ 2 2 r)" 4.
"y Q{f\ . 4 skated < made S
= Y/ their four
character of ‘
\
C0 Py [ ey
‘d ’E . Wa/ked % o
5/(/'” /\:':)

1] %
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@IOEEGE Martin Luther King Day  Danuary 15th] gj

The Life of Martin Luther King Jr

1. Martin Luther King, Jr oo, in Atlanta, Georgia, on January 15, 1929.

2. He . a minister in the church, just like his father.

3. The laws in many of the southern states ............cccooeveeeeeveenennne fair to African Americans.

4. The African Americans .....cccccoeeveeeeceeeerrnnnene. to vote, so they .....ccceueueunee. change the laws of these
states.

5. Mo, possible for one person alone to change this. Martin Luther King, Jr
................................. a lot of powerful speeches and people always ...........ccveeeveereeenenen.. to him.

6. He .., people, "Many people working together can change things."

N & = books and ........cccceeeeeceinnene. black people register to vote. In one of his
speeches he .....ccoovveceeeeeeenen, , "Use love, not violence."

8. But the people in authority ........cccccevvveirerene. him

9. They .o, him and .....ccccovevviieeceee him in jail.

10. When he ..., out of jail, he ...ccccveeeeei, to make speeches.

11. He e plenty of enemies.

12. They .o, his house and ..........cccccceveveveueneee. schools and churches.

13. In August 1963 more than 200,000 people .........ccoeeevvereveenen... along the streets of Washington D;C.,
and .o, about the lack of equal rights in America.

14, [t Was .o, the ‘March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom’.

15. Thirty special trains and two thousand special buses ..........c.coevvvvveeeeovnnn.. people to Washington.

16. An 82-year-old man .......cccccueeeuennnnen. all the way from Ohio on his bike and another man roller-
................ all the way from Ohio. Twelve civil rights workers from Brooklyn ..................... all the way.

17. 170,000 people .....cccoevvvivreeecein. his famous speech when he told them:
“The Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity
. .. I have a dream that one day this nation will . . . live out the true meaning of its creed:
We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal."

18. In 1964 Martin Luther King, Jr ................. one of the world’s greatest honors, the Nobel Peace Prize.

19. He e, to improve the lives of poor people all over America: black, white,
American Indian, Mexican, and he .........c.cccoeeeevvinnnen. against the war in Vietnam.

20. On April 4, 1968, he ....ccooeeeveeeeeeeeeereeann, a march in Memphis, Tennessee, for poor workers.
AN assassin ........ccocovececiniiininenns himand he .....cccocovveceee, .

KSpeech Box

One of the most important things he said in his "I have a dream" speech was:
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m Groundhog Day [February 2nd]
Weather Words

On Groundhog Day people watch Punxsutawney Phil, a groundhog.
They hope he will predict the weather.

CD
~
.

/1) Look at the weather forecast and then look at the pictures of Phil and decide what day it is.
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e On Monday it will
snow heavily.

® On Tuesday there will
be pouring rain.

® On Wednesday it will
be very foggy.

® On Thursday there will
be thunderstorms

® On Friday there will be
very high temperatures.

® On Saturday there will

be strong winds.

On Sunday there will be hail.

2. In each sentence find one word that you
can't use to describe the weather.

1) The sky will be cloudy / clear / strong.

2) The weather will be large / warm / cold.

3) It will probably be rainy / snowing / angry
tomorrow.

4) The temperature will be
lower / slower / higher than usual.

5) It will be windy / calm / big.

3. Look at the weather on Groundhog Day.
The weather forecast was right. What did it
say? Use words from exercise 2.

1) The sky willbe _ _ _ _ _
2) The weather will be
3) It will probably be

4) The temperature will be
than usual.

5) It will be

Groundhog Day
Wi, Dia

- -

Now think about today. What can you say about the weather today?
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m Groundhog Day [February 2nd]

(D
~
BB

Lots of Luck!

Every year more than 35,000 people visit the town of Punxsutawney. The people of the

town look after Phil, their groundhog, very well.

Choose the correct answer for these US superstitions. Write the correct letter of the alphabet in the grid

at the bottom of the page. You will discover what Phil likes to eat.

bad luck O good luck H

If you step on the cracks in the sidewalk you will have
good luck § bad luck G

If you cross your fingers you will have
bad luck B good luck F

A ladybug will bring you
good luck A bad luck B

If a black cat walks in front of you will have
good luck Y bad luck N

If you spill salt on the table you won't have bad luck
if you throw it

out of the window P over your shoulder |

If a bride wears a green dress she will have
good luck E bad luck C

If you pick the number 13 for anything you will be
lucky M unlucky E

. If you spit on a baseball bat before using it for
the first time, that bat will always be

lucky R unlucky L

. If you open your umbrella in the house you will have
good luck K bad luck M

1. If you break a mirror you will have
ten years of bad luck O seven years of bad luck D
2. |If you walk under a ladder you will have
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m Valentine’s Day [February 14th]

[ ] , L]
Valentine’s Day Surprise
%} Color the following circles RED.
Line 1: sports you play with a ball;
Line 2: American states;
Line 3: numbers between seven and fourteen;

Line 4: months of the year;
Line 5: animals;

Line 9: things you can travel in;

Line 10: things you can eat
1 baseball basketball

Las Vegas “

N

eighteen

0
O
0
O
O
O
1

October

grape

eagle '

~ [+)] (%) E =)
=
2]
3
o
. o
-
‘ :
[}
=
E '
=
o]
o
>
=
oy
[
<@ 2
o
o
(s}

o @‘

00

10 pajamas

[(<]
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Line 6: things to wear; '
Line 7: colors; 6)
Line 8: American presidents; 'g
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pineapple

Hollywood
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m Valentine’s Day [February 14th] (D
Say It With Poetry

On Valentine’s Day, people write poems to the people they love.
Sometimes it isn’t easy to find the right words.

Here are some Valentine’s Day poems with the wrong words. The right words are in the heart shape,
and each right word RHYMES with each wrong word. Sometimes it sounds exactly the same but you
spell it differently.

hope

day eyes
height "SQ
pride air wait
kite

fierce

know

Oh Valentine! | love you .......89........ . Myloveis floating in the ..................

| think of you all .................. : It seems just like a ..................

That's why I'm sending you this poem, It's sailing up into the sky;

Which lwantto .................. : I marvel at its .................. CoiteD.

Time goes slowly and I............... Each ............ @oney>day | live and ...... Goap),
I'll simply have to .................. You'll look at me and laugh.

But we will have our magic moments We're like two pieces of one orange;

When we're on our .................. : I'm your other .................. (calt>.

I’'m so happy and so lucky My love is gentle, sometimes ......... ;

When | see your .................. My love has never .................. Cried>.
I hope upon this winter .................. Gleigh>, Of one big thing you can be ............... Cshore>;

You'll like this small surprise. Your love fills me with ................. (died).
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@IELY Valentine’s Day  [February 14th] (D
The Story of St Valentine

St Valentine’s Day is a special day for lovers. How did it start?
There are many stories about this. Put a ( v/ ) by the story you want to believe.

1. Some people say Valentine was a priest in Rome
many years ago. Emperor Claudius didn't want
young men to marry. He wanted them to be
soldiers. Young couples went secretly to
Valentine and he married them. Claudius was
angry and put Valentine in prison. He killed him
on February the 14th. [ ]

I'm sure this is the true story because ...

o

N

Other people say Valentine was a Christian
martyr. While he was in prison he fell in love
with the jailer's daughter. When it was time
for him to die, he wrote a message on the
prison wall saying, "From your Valentine." [ ]

I'm sure this is the true story because ...

3. And other people say it's the time that birds
choose their mates, and it simply happens to
be the same day as the day celebrating a
Christian saint. [ ]

You can make a
Valentine’s Day

card for a friend or for
someone you love a lot.
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m Chinese New Year [January / February] ED

The Chinese Calendar

In the Chinese calendar each year has the name of an animal.
There are twelve animals in the Chinese calendar.

Write the names under the pictures.

rooster, sheey, ske, horse, pig, Aragon,

Write the names of the animals in the grids. Then, write the letters in the shaded squares to find
the answers to the questions.

On Chinese New Year people give children little And what does the message on the envelope say?

red envelopes. What's in the envelopes? d
N
; (

] e

ANSWET: .o

Which animal on this page is not in the
Chinese calendar? ..........ccccoeeveiiiiriienineeeenn. ANSWET ..o
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m Chinese New Year [January/ February] m
Who Are You?

~

dog rooster C.:-\ monkey

1994 1993 \“ 1992,

1982 1981 =\ j! 1980

1970 1969 \//’ 1968

1958 1957 1956

horse snake dragon

2002 2001 2000

1990 1989 1988

1978 1977 1976

1966 1965 1964

ox rat
1997 1996
1985 1984
1973 1972
1961 1960
These are the characteristics of the signs:
pig: strong and honest; dog: brave and loving; rooster: organized and faithful;
monkey: cheeky and clever; sheep: artistic and kind; horse: ambitious and careful;
snake: funny and selfish; dragon: generous and moody; rabbit: peaceful and shy;
tiger: confident and bossy; ox: patient and shy; rat: happy and sociable

Choose two people that you know and write the information about
them using the Chinese calendar.

(v

Name of person: ame of person:

Date of birth: ... Date of birth: ........ccoovnmiii
ANimal: oo, Animal: ..o,
Personality: Personality:

Do you agree with this description of their Do you agree with this description of their
personality? ........coooviiiiiii personality? ...,

mLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC INC.)
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@M= Susan B. Anthony’s Birthday  [February 15th] <D

The Story of Susan B. Anthony

Read the story and fill in the gaps with can/can‘t or could/couldn’t.

-

Susan B. Anthony was born on February the 15, 1820. She (a) ........ could read when she
was three years old.

Most people (b) ........ cant .. read until they learn how to do it at school.

When she got older she became a teacher because she thought she (¢) ......cvvvveverenn... help
people.

In America at that time white people (d) ........ceevvvneeenn.. keep black people as slaves.

The slaves (€) ....ovvvvvevvnveennnn. earn any money and they (f) ........................ own land.
Sometimes they ran away, but the punishments were awful if their bosses caught them.

Susan B. Anthony went to a meeting to talk about this. She stood up to speak, but the men at
the meeting said: "Sit down; women (@) ...........ccvvvveeen... speak at our meetings.
They (h) eveveeecrereee. only listen. Women are not important."

She (i) ovveeiiiiiiinns stay silent any more. She said: "Women (j) .............cc.o...... do much
more if you allowed us to speak. Women (k) ..........ccvuveen..... teach men a lot of things."

After the Civil War in America, slaves were free and they (I) cooeveiiiniinen, own land
and build a house, earn money and do ordinary jobs. And, of course, at last they
(M) oo, vote.

On Election Day Susan B. Anthony went with fifteen other women and tried to vote.

Men arrested her, and the judge said: "You must pay $100 because we (n) ............ovveeenn...
allow people to break the law."

Susan B. Anthony refused to pay, and she refused to stay silent. She often made speeches, and
angry people threw rotten eggs and tomatoes at her, but they (0) ..............cccu..... stop her.

She joined with other women who wanted women'’s rights to improve. She did what she
(o) I, for forty years to help women.

When she died in 1906, women (Q) ........cecevvvvunnn.... vote in four of the American states.

In 1920 the United States Constitution gave all women the same rights and everyone
() e vote.

Today girls in the USA () ..........cvvvvennnn... have the same education as boys.

They (t) oo choose any career. Men (U) .....ccoeevevnnennnn... also choose more
careers. This is all because of the courage of an amazing lady who taught us a lot about
human rights.

Q{OLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC Im




m Susan B. Anthony’s Birthday [February 15th]

Y
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The Susan B. Anthony Crossword

CLUES ACROSS

1

7
9
11
12
13

15
18

19

21
22

25

27

28
29

In 1920 the United States — gave all women
the right to vote (12)

She died _ 1906 (2)

She could _ when she was three years old (4)
(see 1 Down) (3)

_ judge told her to pay $100 (3)

Most people can’t read until they learn how
to do _ at school (2)

After 1920 everyone could _ (4)

Slaves couldn’t _ any money before they were
free (4)

_ America at that time white people could
keep black people as slaves (2)

Same as 13 Across (2)

The punishments were _ if their bosses caught
them (5)

When the slaves were free, they could build a
_(5)

She was _ amazing lady (2)

_ couldn’t own land (6)

All of the slaves were — (5)

CLUES DOWN

16
17

20
23
24
26

27

(and 11 Across) After this the slaves were
free (5,3)

She was born _ February 15th (2)

She tried to vote, _ men arrested her (2)

She became a _ (7)

She wanted _ help people (2)

And, _ course, at last they could vote (2)
She tried to help women for _ years (5)
They _ her when she tried to vote (8)

The women just wanted to _ the same as
men (2)

She _ made speeches (5)

The women just wanted to have the same _
as men (6)

She _bornin 1820 (3)

Before the Civil War the slaves _ not free (4)
She taught _ a lot about human rights (2)
Today girls in the _ can have the same
education as boys (3)

After 1920 _ women had the right to vote (3)
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@IAERY Presidents’ Day  [Third Monday in February] (D

Washington and Lincoln

Presidents’ Day is also called Washington’s Birthday. Americans celebrate the births of
George Washington (born February 22, 1732) and Abraham Lincoln (born February 12, 1809).

There are pictures of Washington and Lincoin on coins and on bills (paper money) in America. Where
can you see their pictures? '

Read the text and write the names of the people next to the amounts of money on the left.

¢ Benjamin Franklin appears on the biggest bill. ﬁ
@ * Roosevelt is on a coin. =

* Thomas Jefferson is on a smaller coin than Roosevelt, but is not
on the smallest coin.

* There are ten of Roosevelt’s coins in one dollar.

* You can change 100 bills with Washington’s picture on them for
one with Franklin’s face on it.

* Washington also appears on a coin, but not on the smallest coin.

* The president on the 5-cent coin is also on the two-dollar bill.

* Ulysses S. Grant is on the bill that is half the value of the most
expensive bill.

* You can change five bills with Washington'’s face on them for one
with Lincoln’s face on it.

* You can exchange two bills with Hamilton's face on them for one
with Jackson'’s face on it.

¢ Lincoln is on a bill and a coin.

$2 bill

Tcentcoin N T L T N 2N e
$5 bill

s centscoin W AT e,
$10 bill

10 cents coin $20 bill

25 cents coin $50 bill
$100 bill
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m Presidents’ Day [Third Monday in February]

Famous Presidents

Here are five famous presidents. Read the clues and complete the grid with ticks and crosses.

A check is for 'yes' and a cross is for 'no’.

Find out when each president was in power, who they married and what they are famous for.
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Clinton

Kennedy

Nixon

Carter

Reagan

* A Rhodes Scholar is someone who has won a scholarship to Oxford University in England.

CLUES

1

President Clinton wasn’t a film star or a peanut farmer. His wife's name was Hillary.
He was president in the 21st century.

President Kennedy was assassinated in 1963. His wife’s name was Jackie.

Nixon was president when the first man walked on the moon in 1969.
His wife's name wasn’t Nancy.

President Carter wasn't a film star or a Rhodes scholar. His wife's name was Rosalynn.

He wasn't president in 1989.

President Reagan wasn't a peanut farmer or a Rhodes scholar.
His wife’s name wasn't Thelma. He became president in 1981.
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@IDEERN Presidents’ Day  [Third Monday in Februany ®

Famous Presidents

Now write about each president in order.

1. Clinton was president from 19___to . His wife's name was
He was

2. Kennedy

3.

4.

5.

A presidential term

George Washington was America’s first president and he helped to write the Constitution. In the
Constitution it says how long a 'presidential term’ is.

TNy

W, S
R

How long can a President stay in the White House before everyone votes again?

Add: 1. the number of letters in the word MISSISSIPPI =
2. the number of stripes on the US flag = +
3. the number of letters in the fourth month of the year =

4. the number of cents in ‘a quarter’ =

total
Now take away:
5. the number of stars in the US flag = -

Answer

years

And remember: people can elect a president for a second term, but not a third term.
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m Presidents’ Day [Third Monday in February] ED

George Washington

This is a famous story about George Washington.

Can you put all the pictures into the correct order?

! 1

Close your eyes. | have
your birthday present.

And that's why Americans [t’s your birthday
D love eating cherry pie. ]| tomorrow.

Are you going to buy me a
present?

Oh nol My Of course, but it's

favourite surprise.

| 5
%\L& NI

i. A Cor
What a neat
birthday present!

But | am a happy
tan because my
son tells the

=
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@RI st Patrick’s Day  [March 17th] CD
The Big Parade

On St Patrick’s Day there is a big parade in New York. There are bands and people in costume.
There are lots of other nationalities in New York. Can you find them all in the word search?
The words go across ( = ), down ( J) and backward and forward.

The countries that people of different nationalities come from are listed here to help you.

I GLAND GERMANY

SwedEN IR€LaN

RO E(N AN

H E| R|F
SpatM P E/ R M 1NO1A

w S| H|E

D RIS

U G|N|I waleS
cuBa T R AN

C E| B|D

H E|U|I GReece
NORWAV U K CclA

S W| S |N

boLLAND

Little Ronan Murphy is marching in costume in the St Patrick’s Day parade. His character is a tiny little
man who appears in Irish children’s stories. What is the Irish name for the little man? Use the left-over
letters in the word search to find the answer.

( HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC INC. E




m St Patrick’s Day [March 17th] m
The Murphy Family

St Patrick’s Day is a special day in
America because there are a lot of
people who originally came from
Ireland there. Choose the correct
endings for each of these statements
about St Patrick’s Day. Then, choose the
same number in the DESTINATION
COLUMN to find out how the members
of the Murphy family are going to
spend their favorite day of the year.

DESTINATION COLUMN

1. St Patrick’s Day 21 winter holiday 1. Tommy Murphy 21 goes to the cathedral
is a 22 spring holiday 22 goes to the parade
24 a summer holiday 24 goes to an Irish bar
2. On St Patrick’s Day 25 white clothes 2. Anne Murphy 25 goes to the parade
people wear 26 green clothes 26 goes to the cathedral
27 no clothes 27 goes to her daughter’s
3. The most famous 30 a tango house
Irish dance is 32 ajig 3. Maeve Murphy 30 goes to a party
called 33 awaltz 32 goes to the park
4. People eat Irish 35 lamb, onions and 33 goes to Macy's
stew. This is potatoes 4. Liam Murphy 35 goes to an Irish bar
made from 36 fish, tomatoes and 36 goes to the parade
potatoes 40 goes to the cathedral

40 sausages, carrots

5. Christie Murphy 42 goes to his son’s house
and potatoes

45 goes to the cathedral

5. In the parades 42 guitars 50 goes to an irish club
they make 45 bagpipes
music with 50 violins

If you can divide your answer from the
DESTINATION column by 11, write USUALLY after Tommy MUIPhY ... esn e
the person’s name.

if you can divide your answer from the Maeve MUrphy ...
DESTINATION column by 10, write NEVER after the
person’s name, Christie MUIphy .......coeeceiceeeeee e

If you can divide your answer from the
DESTINATION column by 7, write SOMETIMES after Anne Murphy
the person’s name.

If you can divide your answer from the Liam MUrphy .....cccoviieeceeeeeee e
DESTINATION column by 8, write OFTEN after the
person’s name. Who is the most religious member of the Murphy

If you can divide your answer from the
DESTINATION column by 13, write ALWAYS after the
person’s name.

FamMily? .o
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@M st Patrick’s Day  [March 17th] (U

Immigrants

St Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland.

Read the following story about St Patrick and choose the correct form of the verb (active or passive). Take
the letters following the correct choices and put them at the bottom of each paragraph. Solve the
anagrams and they will tell you where most of today’s immigrants come from, and which state of the
United States has received the highest number of immigrants in recent years.

St Patrick was born in Wales. When he was a young man he [took (S) / was taken (0)] prisoner during a
war and [was taken (E) / took (R)] to France where he [sold (H) was sold (M)] as a slave. He [was
managed (W) / managed (X)] to escape and he [was become (L) became (I)] a holy man. He [spent (C) /
was spent (N)] all his days praying.

The country they come from: [ | [ ] [ [J [] [ = ...

One night Patrick had a dream. He [was told (F) / told (Y)] in the dream to go to Ireland to teach Irish
people about God. The rest of his life [spent (D) / was spent (R)] in Ireland where he [was built (B) /
built (A)] churches. It [is said (1) / said (P)] that he worked lots of miracles. The Irish say that he got rid of
all the snakes in Ireland, and this is why there are no snakes in Ireland today. He prayed for the snakes
[to take away (S) / to be taken away (A)] one by one, and they all rushed out of their hiding places and
jumped into the sea. But there was one very big old snake that [left behind (E) / was left behind (I)].

St Patrick [made (L) / was made (M)] a big wooden box. When the snake [showed (J) / was shown (9]
the box, it said: "It's too small for me." "No," said St Patrick. "It's perfect for you. Try it and see."

It crawled into the box and curled up into a ball. Immediately Patrick [was closed (G) / closed (N)] the
box and threw it into the sea. Now, not a single snake [can find (H) / can be found (0)] in Ireland.

The state with the most immigrants: [ | [| [ [ 1 O OO =
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m Easter [March/ April] m
Easter Egg Hunt

On Easter Day, children take part in Easter egg hunts.

Help the children find the eggs by completing the sentences below.

in front of under next to inside on top of behind
1) Look the bed. 4) Look the photo frame.
2) Look the bookcase. 5) Look the shoe.
3) Look the wastepaper basket.  6) Look the bear.
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m Easter [March/ April] ‘

Easter E-mail

Nancy has sent an e-mai
-mail about her Easter pl ;
The numbers show . plans to her friend. She has left out som i
you how many capital letters she has left out on each line Core C:F:ta| oo
. Correct her e-mail.

1 Dear yolanda

2 I’'m writing this on easter sunday. We went 10 church this morning and now 1 am very
ited because the whole family is coming here this afternoon for a special meal. 1

2 don’t know what Mom is cooking — either lamb or turkey. Even uncle bob is coming,

1 and he lives in Newark, a city in new Jersey. My cousins are coming, too. I expect

late egg. I've bought some delicious chocolate eggs for them.

0 exc

0 they’ll bring me a choco
0 They have never seen out new house, so I can’t wait to show them my room and all my
0 games.

ame you gave me for my birthday. I know aunt Alice

1 1 think they’ll like playing the g
he visited, we played and she won! When we Were

0 likes to play, because the last time s
1 but we're too old for that

0 younger, We used to have an Easter ¢gg hunt in the garde
1 now. They will be here until thursday so you must come over and meet them.

0 1 hope you will come.

0 Well, T have to go. hope you can come ovet.

Your friend,

1 nancy

our english homework. I don’t understand the book

1 PS. I need to talk to you about
ook, rebecca, is always talking to herself.

1 we’re reading. The girl in the b

Write the capital letters you have added below
. /

————————— - - -———"’\ Z

below.

A Poem for A Friend

I still write letters to Santa Claus

Although my friends all think that’s funny
So I'll never ever tell them that

| wrote this for the
|
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m Easter [March/ April] m

Easter Traditions

There are many things that are traditional at Easter-time in the United States.

Decide which one of each pair of sentences about Easter traditions is true.

People hide Easter eggs. @
People hide from Easter eggs. @

Easter Sunday isn't always on the same date each year.@
Easter Sunday isn't always on the same day of the week. (4)

Fried eggs are probably the most popular dish for Easter dinner.@
Ham is probably the most popular dish for Easter dinner. @

Children are often given baskets full of candy at Easter.@
Children are often given basketballs full of candy at Easter.(8)

Years ago, girls wore Easter bonnets to celebrate Easter.@
Years ago, girls wore Christmas bonnets to celebrate Easter.

Rabbits and eggs are symbols of Easter because they represent life and rebirth. @
Rabbits are symbols of Easter because rabbits come out of eggs when they are born. @

The Friday before Easter is called Good Friday. @
The Friday before Easter is called Wonderful Friday.

Jellybeans are a popular Easter candy. @
Jellybeans are a popular Easter vegetable.

On Easter Monday there is an egg-throwing competition outside the White House in Washington D.C. @
On Easter Monday there is an egg-rolling competition outside the White House in Washington D.C.

In the picture,
color the areas
that contain the
number next to
the correct
sentence in each
pair. You will find

an Easter animal.
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EZX=J Earth Day  [March) <D
Recycling

Think before you throw your trash away!
We can use some things again and again. This is called recycling.

Write the correct names of the things in the pictures. What are they made of? Put the things in the
Recycling Boxes. Things made from glass go into the GLASS box, things made of plastic go into the
PLASTIC box. Fruit and vegetables go into the COMPOST box, and compost feeds the soil.

Write the correct words in the correct boxes.

f

TLOBTE ESWNRAPEP LLDO

l
//Q
]

TOTAOP

GEGXOB KEBUTC

.\\\\

RCPTOSAD
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@€ENEN Earth Day  [March] CD
Are You a Friend of the Earth?

1. Do you turn off lights and heaters when no one is using them? /
a. Yes, always.
b. Sometimes.
c. I don't usually think about it. o

2. Do you turn on the heaters when it’s a little bit cold?
a. Yes, quite often.
b. Sometimes.
c. No, never.

3. How do you go to school?
a. | go by car.
b. 1go on a bus or train.
c. lwalk or go by bicycle.

4. How often do you go by car when it’s possible to walk?
a. Very often.
b. Occasionally.
c. Never.

5. How do you store food in the fridge?
a. In plastic boxes or bottles that | use again.
b. In paper or plastic bags that | throw away.

6. Do you ever throw garbage down the toilet?
a. Never. What a terrible thought!
b. Sometimes.
c. Often.

7. What do you do with trash from a picnic?
a. |take it home.
b. | putitin a trash can.
c. |leave it there.

8. How often do you use just one side of a piece of paper?
a. Never.
b. Sometimes.
c. Often.

9. How often do you use recycled paper (made from old paper)?
a. Never.
b. Sometimes.
c. Always.

mLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC INC.
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@GSN Earth Day  [March <D

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Are You a Friend of the Earth??

When you buy any kind of spray can, do you buy an aerosol can?
a. Yes.

b. Yes if | can't find any other kind.
c. | never use aerosol cans.

Do you buy plastic cups, knives, forks?
a. Yes. | hate washing up.

b. Sometimes, when | go on a picnic.
c. No, never.

When you go shopping, do you take your own bag with you?
a. Yes, always.
b. Sometimes.
c. Never. All shops give you a free bag.

When you go to the beach, do you take home shells or plants?
a. Never.

b. Quite often.
c. Sometimes.

Before you go waterskiing, scuba diving, sailing or jet skiing,
do you check if it is safe for animals and fish in the area?
a. | don't do any of these sports.

b. Yes.

c. No.

When you go to the countryside, mountains or forests,
do you pick any flowers, berries or mushrooms?

a. Sometimes.

b. Often.

c. Never.

When you go to the countryside, do you stay on the paths?
a. Yes, always.

b. Most of the time, if it's possible.
c. No.

Do you write letters about environmental problems to politicians?
a. Yes, often.
b. Sometimes.
c. Never.

Are you a member of an environmental group?
a. Yes.
b. No.

(HOL!DAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC INC. m




@GSl Arbor Day  [Last Friday in April] 4.

r

Tree Crossword

National Arbor Day encourages people to plant new trees and to look after old trees.
Complete the crossword to find the name of the tallest tree in the world.

CLUES
1.

1. We cut down trees and use the _ _ _ _ for fuel and

for building. >
2. Trees grow from tiny _ _ _ _ _
3. Green_ _ ____ grow on most trees. 3.
4. Some trees grow nutsor _ _ _ _ _ which L

people pick and eat.
5. Fir trees do not have flowers, they 4.

have _ _ __ _

5.

6. Small, very thin pieces of wood called

_____ grow on the end of branches. 6
7. The thickest part of the tree is

calledthe . ) 7.
8. _____ grow under the ground. 8
S. ________ grow out from the tree

trunk. 9.
10. The outer layer of wood on the

trunk is called _ _ _ _. l

4{& 10.

%& The tallest tree is the
m ____________ of California.

DA
g7 ﬁ:‘ﬁ:\}‘%} leaves
i N 3
’ ’;’)37 \‘\fi;w:‘, »
G oy Qg#«{"‘( branch
- 7,7&1‘.21:!!*\
Vi ak ‘;\\] i trunk
\ A"
5 & 0
\ roots
i
0

\
Y,
AN

S & -
L A3
CAr

2T
e f? \"‘ -
SR IR AR ST

moLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC INC.)

T THMHMTMHTMHHAETMNTHEHEARAITTATAR I TTTITOOOATTTOT TN M



B L L

m Arbor Day [Last Friday in April] m
Tree Quiz

Choose the answer and tick the correct word.

1. Chlorophyll makes leaves... green yellow

2. The tallest trees grow to more than... 200 meters high | 100 meters high
3. Paper is made from pulped... wood leaves

4. You can tell the age of a tree by counting the rings in... the trunk the branches
5. Deciduous trees lose their leaves every... spring fall

6. Trees that do not lose their leaves are called... evergreens allgreens

7. Acorns come from... oak trees chestnut trees
8. Coconuts come from... cocoa trees palm trees

9. The oldest trees live for more than... a thousand years | a hundred years
10. Trees take water through their... leaves roots

f Now count how many acorns and leaves you have. Then tick the tree that

represents the answers.
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m Cinco de Mayo [May 5th]

Y
.
.

.

The Question of Mexico

Cinco de Mayo is an important Mexican holiday. Since many Mexicans live in the United States,
it is becoming more popular as a special day in America.

Wayne knows nothing about Mexico. He is talking to his friend, Carla. Carla lives in California, but her
parents come from Mexico. Find all the correct question tags for Wayne’s questions.

The letters next to the correct tags spell the name of Mexico’s famous volcano.

Wayne:

Carla:

Wayne:

Carla:

Wayne:

Carla:

Wayne:

Carla:

Wayne:

Carla:

Wayne:

Carla:

Wayne:

Cinco de Mayo is a new festival, .........

wasn't it? A
isn't it? P

No, it started in 1862.
Oh, yes, | remember. The Mexicans were
fighting against the Spanish, .........

weren't they? O

aren’t they? F
No, they were fighting against the
French.

Oh, yes. It's all coming back to me
now...and the French won the

battle, ......... didn't they? P
haven't they? M

No, the Mexicans won! That's whyit's a
festivall

Oh, stupid me! The French soldiers had
already arrived in Mexico City, .........

had they w
hadn’t they? o]

No! They were on their way to

Mexico City.

Mexico City! There's no place on earth

which is better, ......... It's so small and

pretty. is there? C
isn’t there? A

You can't call it small! It's got the largest
population in the world.
You're joking! It can‘t be bigger than

Tokyo, ......... antit? N
can it? A

Of course I'm not joking. Its population is
more than sixteen million.
That's amazing! You eat a lot of

spaghetti, ......... don’t you? T
do they? E

Carla:

Wayne:

Carla:

Wayne:

Carla:
Wayne:

Carla:

Wayne:
Carla:

Wayne:

You don't know anything about Mexican
food, do you? We eat lots of hot chili
peppers. We love tacos, tostadas,
burritos, nachos, beans and guacamole.

| love guacamole. It has apples in it,

--------- dOnlt it? Y
hasn’t it? E

Apples?! Don't talk rubbish! You make
guacamole with avocado pears!

Apples... avocado pears... they both begin
with A. But | know about tacos. They're
kind of like pancakes filled with meat or

beans, ......... aren't they? p
are they? E

| don‘t believe it! For once you are right.
I'm often right! I've read lots of books
about Mexico, especially history books.
Those Eskimos were really amazing,

--------- weren’t they? E
aren’t they? M
You've just said that to annoy me, .........
didn’t you? C
haven'tyou? T
What?

Eskimos...You mean Aztecs, ......... , The
Aztec civilization is famous throughout

the whole world. Cidn't you? X j

don't you? L

Of course | knew that. | was just testing
to see if you were listening to me.
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m Mother’s Day [Second Sunday in May]
Preparing for Mother’s Day

These seven teenagers are preparing presents for Mother's Day.
What are they doing? Fill in the gaps with words from columns a, b, ¢ and d.

L

_—
i

1. Leois (@) vovevnviiiniiiiieien for his mother.
He's got some (b) .....coovvvevveeninnnnnes but he hasn't got
() R (o) I .

2. Marcia is (@) -.coveeviiieiieiiieeen, for her mother.
She's gotsome (b) .......ccoovvviniinnannen, but she hasn't got
(€) e, (o) I .

3. Ellieis (@) «ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiee, for her mother.

She's got some (b) ......cooeeevniiiniinnnnns , but she hasn't got
() R (o) IR .

4. Ethanis (@) c.coeveviiiiiiiiiiieeieeeeenas for his mother.

He's got some (b) ........cccoevvvnnieennn.l. , but he hasn't got
(o I (o ) I to buy the big box.
5. Jake is (@) coveeeniiniiii for his mother.
He's gotsome (b) ....cccovviiiiiiiinnnnnen, , but he hasn't got
(@ I (o) IR .

6. Joleenis (@) ....cooovveeiiiiiiiiiinii for her mother.
She’s got some ‘(b) ........................... , but she hasn't got
() R (o) R .

7. Joelis (@) covvveieiiiiiiice, for his mother.
He'sgota(b) ......ccoovvvennninnnnnnne, , but he hasn't got
(9 RO (o) I .

/ a b C d
picking some flowers coins enough money
buying some chocolate black and white film enough ribbon
knitting a sweater white card any water
painting a picture scissors any colored pens
taking some photos knitting needles any color film
making some cakes brushes enough eggs
making a card flour any wool
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m Mother’s Day [Second Sunday in May]

3
.
’

Carrot Cake

Look at the pictures and complete the ‘You need’ box with the
ingredients and the correct quantities.

You need:

1. 13 cups of flour
2. 3 teaspoon of

3. 13 of baking powder

4. 1 of baking soda

5. 13 teaspoons of

6. 1 teaspoon of

7. 3 of ginger
8. 1cupof

9. 1cupof

10. Three _____

11. 2 cups of grated

12. 1 of chopped walnuts

13. 2 ounces of

14. 1 cup of

15. 14 of icing sugar
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@ISl Mother's Day  [second Sunday in May] m

Carrot Cake

Now read the recipe and put the pictures in order. Write the numbers 1-7 next to the pictures.

1. Heat the oven (300(F/Gas 2/145(C).

2. Add the flour, salt, baking powder, baking soda, cinnamon, cloves and ginger to the sugar and
cooking oil.

Add the three eggs separately and stir the mixture.
Fold in the carrots and walnuts.
Pour it into a cake tin and cook for one hour.

Mix the cream cheese, butter and icing sugar.

N oW oW

Put the icing on the top and in the middle of the cake.
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m Memorial Day ([First Monday in May] {D

Vietnam Time Line

Memorial Day is a national holiday in America. It is a day when Americans
remember the soldiers who died in wars.

More than 58,000 died in Vietham. Here is a time line of the Vietnam War.

Look at the Vietnam time line and add the dates and numbers. You can find them below.
Change them all to figures.

(a) nineteen fifty-four m) eight hundred thousand
b) ninety-five thousand n) nineteen seventy-one
¢) nineteen fifty-nine | o) eighteen
d) nineteen sixty-three p) nineteen seventy-two
e) nineteen sixty-five q) nineteen seventy-three
f)  three thousand five hundred r)  nineteen seventy-five
g) two hundred thousand s)  nineteen seventy-six
h) nineteen sixty-eight t) forty-two thousand
i)  half a million u) nineteen seventy-seven
j)  nineteen sixty-nine v) two hundred thousand
k) five hundred thousand w) fifty-eight thousand, one hundred
I) nineteen sixty-nine and seventy-five

N7/
NZH //////1‘

.
OPIZ

-— Rl
L4
22600,
EIRATRYS
YA
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m Memorial Day [First Monday in May] (D

Vietnam Time Line

(@) 1994 ... . Vietnam wants independence from France after World War II. The French
have already lost (b) ..................... soldiers in eight years. The United States
offers military help.

(3 . The first two US soldiers are killed in Vietnam.

[(+ ) . President Diem is killed, and America promises to help the people of South
Vietnam fight the people of North Vietnam.

() 2 . | ) fighting soldiers arrive in Vietnam, but President Johnson
promises to send more. By the end of the year there are already
@) i American soldiers in Vietnam.

(h) e, . There are more than (i) ..................... Americans serving as soldiers in
Vietnam.

() I, . ) oo South Vietnamese soldiers replace Americans, and the
Americans start to leave.

M . People in America are very angry about the war. (m) ..................... people
march through Washington to protest about it.

(1) I . People can now vote at the age of (0) ..................... . Before, people of this
age were old enough to fight in Vietnam, but they were not old enough to
vote.

P) : President Nixon gives an order to stop the bombing of Hanoi, the Vietnamese
capitol.

() T, . The two sides stop their bombs, and Vietnam starts to send back all the
American prisoners.

() IR . The people of South Vietnam finally surrender.

() o . ® refugees escape from South Vietnam and arrive in

Malaysia in small boats. They are called boat people. They find new homes in
other countries. They and many others go to live in America.

By (u) .ooiieviiiienns there are almost (V) ...cooevviiinin... Vietnamese
people making new homes in America.

Maya Yang Lin, a Yale University student, wins a national contest to design a
Vietnam War Memorial in Washington, D.C. It is two large granite walls in
the shape of a big V, inscribed with the names of all the (W) ......vvvvveeii....
American soldiers who died in the war.
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m Flag Day [June 14th]
The Story of the Flag

How much do you know about the American flag?
Do this quiz with a friend. Take turns asking the questions. Start at number one.
When you know all the facts, you can write a story about the flag.

3
.
.

The flag is called the

Boxes and Lines
(go to 15)

Stars and Stripes
(go to 6)

two

Wrong.

Go back to 14
and try again.

Correct.

Go to 20.

four

Wrong.

Go back to 11
and try again.

Correct.

Which new (star) state was
added to the flag in 1960?
Hawaii
(Go to 16)
Alaska
(Goto 7)

Wrong.

Go back to 19
and try again.

Correct.
What's the national
anthem called?
"America the Beautiful"
(Go to 4)

"The Star-Spangled Banner"
(Go to 17)

Six
Correct. Correct.
How many stars are on How many stripes are
Wrong. the flag? Wrong. on the flag?
Go back to 16 Fifty Go back to 9 Eleven
and try again. (Go to 19) and try again. (Go to 18)
Forty-eight Thirteen
(Go to 13) (Go to 14)

Wrong.

Go back to 17
and try again.

Correct.
The stripes represent

sixteen

Correct.
The red color of the

Correct.

The white color of the
flag represents
purity
(Goto 9)
love
(Go to 12)

Wrong.

Go back to 8
and try again.

Correct.

The blue color of the
flag represents
loyahty
(Go to 8)
royalty
(Go to 10)

Wrong. Wrong.
The 13 years of the 9 flag represents
Go back to 6 War of Independence Go back to 1 danger
and try again. (Go to 2) and try again. (Go to 5)
The 13 original colonies courage
(Go to 11) (Go to 3)

Finish
Well done!
You know some
awesome facts about

the American flag!
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GIIERY Flag Day  [une 1ath) m

The Pledge of Allegiance

Americans honor and respect their flag. Here are some groups of facts about the flag and the
Pledge of Allegiance. There is one incorrect fact in each group. Take the letter from each incorrect
fact and find the name of one of your favorite TV shows.

1. All Americans must show respect for the flag. 5. Americans respect and obey the ...
(a) They mustn't let the flag touch the ground. (d) Pledge of Allegiance

(b) They mustn’t fly the flag at night. (e) the Constitution

(c) They must keep the flag clean. (f) the alphabet

(d) They mustn’t use the flag as a tablecloth.

(@) They mustn't fly it in the rain 6. Aot of great and famous men wrote the

Constitution, among them were ...
2. They must fly the flag on these special days: (m) George Washington

(p) Memorial Day (n) Charlie Chaplin
(q) Flag Day (o) Benjamin Franklin
(r) Independence Day

(s) Labor Day

(t) Washington'’s Birthday

7. These were a few of the original English
colonies in America:

(p) Massachusetts

3. When people say the Pledge of Allegiance (@) Connecticut
they must ... (r) California

(h) put their right hand over their heart (s) Maryland

(i) put their left hand over their heart (t) North Carolina

() salute the flag (if they are a soldier)

4. These are the words of the

i The TV program is
Pledge of Allegiance:

(a) I pledge allegiance

(b) to the flag of the United States of America,
(c) and to the Republic for which it stands,

(d) one nation, under God, invisible,

(e) with liberty and justice for all.
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m Graduation Day [June]

What Happens??

What do students do at graduation? Here are some customs.

Combine the correct phrases in column A and column B to make sentences about graduation. Join the

dots and you will find the name of an American university.

A B
They make 1 15 in a procession
They take 2 4 bubbles
They blow 3 21 their caps into the air
They sing 4 13 songs
They walk 13 2 speeches
They throw 10 17 good-bye to their fellow students
They say 7 18 flowers
They invite 9 9 diplomas
They receive 19 20 their families
They carry 6 12 photos
4 o o'3 o7 o9 019

The university is called ........c.ccoooiiiiiiiiii e,
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m Graduation Day [June] m
Which College?

All the students are celebrating their graduation from high school.
They are throwing their graduation caps into the air.

What are their best school subjects? Work out the anagrams in the caps and write them in the grid to
find the name of a famous US university. '

Joshua
Jodie
Rosa

Ryan

James

Nancy

Mel
Charlene
Ethan

The university is called ..o .
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m Graduation Day [June] .:‘
Valedictory Speeches

On Graduation Day from school or college the principal makes a speech; a guest
(e.g. a famous parent) makes a speech and one of the students who is leaving makes a speech.
It means a ‘goodbye speech’. That student is usually the student who has achieved the highest
grades. It is an honor to be chosen. That person is called the ‘valedictorian’.

Here are some excerpts from real speeches by American high school students over the past few years.
Complete each section with the missing sentences at the bottom of the page.

1. My fellow classmates!

When we look back over the past few years we focus on peak experiences: vacations,
final exams, sports championships. We forget about those long stretches before
and after — home, school, growing up — but those slow parts are where we spend

most of our time. It’s fine to remember the view from the summit ......

2. My fellow classmates!
Valedictory speeches don't have to be boring, so | want to talk about

donuts, Choosing a donut is the same as making any of life's
decisions. Eating and testing the donut is not so important.

3. My fellow classmates!

It doesn’t seem long ago that | was a five-year-old
playing games, When | was little, | couldn’t wait to
grow up. Now we are here and we are entering a
serious game and there are goals everywhere.

5. Class of "95!
We have learned how to make a difference, how to

4. Class of '93!
When we entered John Stark
Regional High we all wanted to be
cool, to be part of the crowd...

be a true friend to someone. Live a little, learn a lot

s

7. Class of ‘96! \

This is the last time that we will ever be seated as one,

ready to be strong and resolute in our quest. While high
school has been a time to make friends and to make

mistakes, we can never go back. After today... J

and be the best person you can be because...

6. My fellow classmates!
Don’t stop here and end
your life at eighteen. Don’t
make these days your glory
days because...

~N

e. ... | know that we can d. ... that doesn’t mean
c. The importance is not what comes out of the that the climb and the

achieve anything.
yrhing test, but what was learned from the experience.

descent are less
itmportant. They add up to

e N ™ , .
b. ... you must follow your 4. ... now we are standing on the stories of our lives, )
heart and your dreams to our own two feet, even if we
make a career path. However aren't quite sure how we g. ... memories will f. Right here, right
big or however small your plans reached this point. We no be the only thing now, this is it. We
are, make them your plans and longer care about being cool. that we have to are grown up.
do what you want to do. )L We have grown into ourselves. ) hold on to.
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m Summer Outing [June / July] {D
A Visit to Williamsburg

Ethan and his classmates have been to
Colonial Williamsburg to learn about
American history. Read his diary, which was
part of a class assignment, and choose the
correct phrasal prepositions. The alphabet
letters on the arrows tell you the name of
someone who lived in the town.

START All the time
Last Tuesday was our class you bump ............
outing. My alarm went ............ people in period

at six. Early! costume.

In fact,
visitors can buy costumes
and dress ............ ,

We split
............ into small
groups and walked
around the town.

at dawn and arrived in
Williamsburg when the gates

They have
turned the whole town

............ an amazing living
history museum.

We hoped to

eighteenth-century shops
in the main street and
visit an old tavern.

The cooks take you

............ the ways to make a
meal using eighteenth-century
ingredients.

The people in costume
are not actors. They are gardeners, cooks,
historians and guides. Each day they act

E @
O@ ............ a different day in the history of

Williamsburg.

But sadly, we ran

............ of time and
had to get the bus home,
but I want to go back
another time.

| came
............ a gardener who was
planting some

A horse-drawn
carriage picked us ............ and
took us to the Court House where we
watched a trial of a pirate.

expectations in
every way.

He explained
everything as if he were
really doing the garden in
1774. | simply couldn‘t ge
......... it.

We stuck ............
the Capitol for a while and listened to
some men debating the political
problems of the day.

FINISH
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EIIERY Father’s Day  [Third Sunday in June] G:)
The Story of Father’s Day

Choose the correct answers and find the name of a famous American daughter.
What is her father’s first name?

1. Father’s Day is a special day in... 8. She encouraged other people in
winter D p Washington State to celebrate the life
cummer D £ and work of their...
fall D S fathers D L
a
mothers D Q
2. It's always on the... children l:l M
first Sunday in March D R . . . .
) ) 9. And in 1924 President Coolidge said that...
last Sunday in April D L ]
o i a national Father’s Day D N
third Sunday in June D E ) .
a national Family Day D T
3. An American... a national holiday D R
lady, D T was a good idea.
astronaut, D B . .
D 10. In 1966 President Johnson signed a document to
dog. w say the third Sunday in June was an American...
Mrs John Dodd, had the first idea to pie D E
celebrate Father’s Day in 1909. flag D s

4. She wanted to celebrate and honor... holiday D o)

11. Now it is a day when people honor their
fathers, but they also honor their...

the American flag

L]

her house G

her father D C aunts Y
5. Mrs Dodd’s mother died when she was... grandfathers H

little D | stepmothers \Y;

old D P 12. Most people...

happy D M stay in bed L
6. Her father was a veteran of the... watch television U

American Civil War S send a card

Vietnam War A 13. And a lot of people...
Napoleonic War buy a present, too

7. But he looked after his... phone a friend, too

OO0 OO0
OO0 000 OO0 000

six airplanes go to work, too P

five children 14. In America people send about...

ten monkeys R 100 million C
all by himself on their farm in 1 million F
Washington State. 1 hundred 0

cards every year.
11 2 12

14 7 6 1 4 8 5 3
0ot L OO O O

Her father's NAME S ....eiiveiiceccec e rirrssssssmsnreressassssssnsmsessensesasssnres .

13 10

9
L]

HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC INC.)

b T T Te Ter e Tec Tey e Ier o fer Tec Bep e e e M I e B MRl el M ™e™mm



m Father’s Day [Third Sunday in June] m
Father’s Day Cards

1. Match the text to the correct card. n
a) Dad! You're a winner! L]
b) We all love you Dad! L]
¢) Cheers Dad! ]
d) To my Daddy L] ousie
e) Take a break Dad! ] B

2. Who are the cards from? Write the names under the cards.
Sally’s got two brothers and a sister.

Ella is four years old.

David’s dad loves cars.

Tom’s dad likes gardening.

Susie’s card has got a bottle on it.

CHOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC INC.
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m Independence Day [July 4th] m

v e Independence Day Quiz

Z\,/.L 2‘:1733’ Answer the quiz questions. You will find clues on the page.
o

Circle the letter next to the correct answer.
— TAY
%; Qndependence Day is in the seventh month of the year)

TN s

wVEPE
(lt is not a religious festiv@

G’eople eat turkey at Thanksgiving)

(America used to be a colony of Great Britain)

1. When is Independence Day?
It's on the... fourth of July. @

fifth of June. (E)
fourth of June. @

\
N

7
Y ﬁ(y -
‘JW ////////////Z
- 724
////////A

7 ///////"

7
U

2. How do people celebrate it?
They... go to church. @

eat turkey. @
have firework displays @

S T Y

NS
N\
NANN
NN

7/

)
.

Y
SR
o) )

\ N
\\\\
W\

=

\
N\
\

3. What does Independence Day celebrate?

It celebrates ... America’s independence from
Great Britain. @

the discovery of America by

Columbus. @

the birthday of the first president
of the United States. @

=
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GUUIYIZ Independence Day  [luly 4th] m

Independence Day Quiz

R %237 %
TR
F53O0%
%’K%ﬂ

Crhe War of Independence ended in 1776)

Cl'he capital city of the United States was named after the first president)

@\e colonists became angry when the British tried to make them pay taxea

4. Why did America want to be independent?

Because... Great Britain was too far away. @

they did not get on with the
king of England. @
the British wanted them to

pay taxes. ®

In... 1783 (E)

6. Who was the first President of the United States?
Washington @

Jefferson ®
Lincoln @

The letters you have circled spell the first name of the

first president of the USA. Write his full name here. 4;1
The first presidentwas __ % ﬁfoﬁl;k
J)O 2 ):5 2 / +
Meéo,
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EIMIMER] Independence Day  [iuly 4th] {D

The Independence Day Parade

Carly plays the trombone in the school band. The band is marching in the Independence Day
parade. What songs are they playing?

Do the puzzles to find the names of the songs.

SONG NUMBER 1
Write the names of of the things shown under the pictures; then write the colors in the grid.

15.

SONG NUMBER 2
Write the names of the animals in the grid.

1.

1. 5 2.
/‘;\:i 0,0t
S 2.
LAY 3.
I 4.

w > L
A ‘** f 8.
Y .
\\‘ . 10.
A~

SONG NUMBER 1T ... oot ea
SONG NUMBER 2 ... oo e
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m Summer Camp [July / August] m

B

Writing Home

Friends like to share secrets. Chrissie, Esther, and Amy share a cabin at summer camp.
They are writing to their friends back home. They are writing in code on postcards, because they
don’t want other people to read them. Can you figure out the three different codes and discover
what the three girls’ secret messages are? What will be the problem in the cabin?

have 9a%
grouno\hO@
pants

Dear Holly,
cookie closet

y apar\;ment lion
drug-store

cand

a elevator _
dog nighway store ~ movie

alk math motor mailbox

i reck
subway rrashcan  Zipper W
voe | vacation cat

monkey | com
meb

raccoon
% light zebra boy

eraser flash- '
pocket—book sidew

Andy

- ike ho
ndershirt  turnp!
iy by-carriage donkey

freeway garva
fapulous cab
puffalo called  high achc?o\ v
faucet patro\man railroad P "
trailer sneakere leopam\ and tru

len crazy P2
. ney bar wolf 2 .
lboard 200 panda love. Chrissie.

in

have
faculty

diaper crib chipo

Love from Esther

Dear Suzy,

WN<XZ >

Love Amy |
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m Summer Camp [July / August]

Linda’s Photo Album

Look at Linda’'s photo album on the opposite page.

There are six word boxes. Decide which word box goes with each picture. Then complete the sentences
using the words from the correct word box.

The lake

There are lots of kids ......oooovvviiiiiiiiiiienee

There are a couple of kids

There are a few Kids .ccovveeeeeiieeeeeeeeeeeienn,

There are No Kids .oovvviveiieirveercesrcerrenaeenes

The campfire

There are 1ots Of .ovvvivveveiiie e

There are a couple of kids

There are a few Kids ....oooovevveiieei e

" There are No Kids ....oovvvveiieiiieiieesreeeeenns

The cabin

There are 10ts Of oovvevveevii e,
There are a couple of ............
There are @ feW ...ooovveeeeeeeee e

There are NO oot

The arts and crafts room

There are 0t Of ...oooovieeeeeeeeecriire e
There are a couple of .....cocvvvvcevvvvieccne
There are @ feW ..o.ooooveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e

There are NO v

The dress-up disco

There are lots of kids ...cccccevevvreiriie i,
There are a couple of ....ccoevircircrier e,
There are @ fEW ...vccevcveree v e sseres

There are NO KidS .ooooveevveiviiieeeeee e

The hiking trip

There are 1ots Of .oovveeveei e
There are a couple of ....cccv e,
THere are @ fEW ceceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e,

TREIE @re NO vveeeeeeeirerereee et

CD
“
.

WORD BOX A

eagles

snakes

butterflies

bears

WORD BOX B

clothes

tennis racquets

kids

suitcases

WORD BOX C
playing badminton

canoeing

swimming

trampolining

WORD BOX D
monsters

dancing

cowboys

eating

WORD BOX E
paintings

sculptures

WORD BOX F

playing the guitar

dancing
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m Summer Camp [July / August] @
Linda’s Photo Album

SN

[
[

2 é &

[N

il
&)

The dress-up disco The hiking trip
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m State Fair [August/September]

The Lucky Winners

Farmers take their animals to the state fair, to exhibit them and compete for prizes.
You can see lots of farm animals there. To find out who wins, fit the pieces into the
jigsaw crossword puzzle and make sentences.

Draw big winners’ ribbons on the coats of the three winners and their animals.

Y
-
+

TH R

L

I
AlS |E
Z|E D

=

G

N

N

N

= —Hwn

H

0
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m Summer Vacation [July / August] )

Coast to Coast

It’s July and everyone’s on vacation. You can have all kinds of amazing vacations in the

United States. Look at the maze and find out some facts about the people on the left-hand side of

the page. Then find the perfect holiday for each of them.

( .
(a) Nancy hates the movies;

she loves (g) space travel

( (b) Brenda hates movies;

she’s really into (h) the movies

(c) Jeannie is terrified

of sharks; she loves (i) nature
~ .
(d) Michael doesn't
understand anything (j) musicals
technological; he loves
( . . . .
(e) Jay is afraid of heights; (k) history

he adores

Four days at Universal Studios. AL Yy
C ’\ < ’/\‘\\
PERSON LIKES HOLIDAY NUMBER  \_3U nmps v
[ )
(b) s :
(2 {\\’ Yﬁﬂ}‘%
C) TR @ “x
Pl
(e) ................................ n/}”‘gy
R 2
(e
Which are the holidays no one wants? D [ ] D B

-
(f) Polly isn't very interested

(I) cartoons
in history, but she’s mad about

Four days in Washington, D.C,, visiting the White House and the National Air and Space Museum

Two days in Disneyland and two days in Santa Monica on the California coast

Four days trekking in Yosemite National Park

Two days at Universal Studios and two days walking in Big Sur National Park

Four days in New York with tickets to four big Broadway shows

Four days around Washington, D.C,, visiting the Capitol, the White House, and Mount Vernon

Four days in New York visiting the Empire State Building and going to see "The Lion King" on Broadway
Two days sightseeing in Los Angeles and two days in Disneyland
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m Summer Vacation [July/ August]

The Land of Oz

Jerry, Floyd, and Bart are spending
a day at their favorite theme park,
but they can‘t find one another.
Where are they all?

/” JERRY

Let’s find Jerry! Go through the
Main Entrance. Follow the Yellow
Brick Road and go through the
Gateway to Oz. Turn right and go
under the arch. Follow the Ruby
Railroad past the Courtyard
Restaurant. Turn right opposite
Magic Land.

Jerry is in'.

/ FLOYD
How about looking for Floyd? Turn
right after the Main Entrance and
turn left before Dorothy’s House.
Turn left again and walk under the
arch. Cross the Yellow Brick Road
and go to the Market Square in
front of you. Cross the Rainbow
Bridge on your left. Turn right and
run quickly past the Wicked Witch of
the West's house and then straight
on past the Ruby Railroad Station.
Go straight ahead to the end of the
road, past Toy Land and you can find
Floyd in the .

KBART

Why don’t we try to find Bart? Start
at the Main Entrance, go through
the Gateway to Oz and cross the
bridge. Go past the Hall of the Ruby
Slippers and Munchkin Land. Go
past the Twister on your left and
Glinda’s House on your right. Follow
the road as it turns right behind the
Wizard’s castle. Before you reach the
bridge, turn left.
Bart is in

IR

@HOL[DAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC INCD




[July / August]

Summer Vacation

The Land of Oz

v ‘/VVW"V‘L,

THE WILD WOO0D
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m Famous Americans -\(D
American Birthdays

What'’s the best month to have a birthday? Here are the birthdays of some famous Americans.
Read the clues and write their names on the calendar. To help you, we have written in the
holidays and special days mentioned in the puzzle.
Tom Cruise’s birthday is the day before Independence Day.
Oprah Winfrey's birthday is in the same month as New Year’s Day.
Whitney Houston and Gillian Anderson both have birthdays on the same day in August.

Leonardo DiCaprio’s birthday is on Veterans Day.

Brad Pitt's birthday is a week before Kwanzaa, which starts the day after Christmas.

Courteney Cox is the only person with a birthday in June.
Eddie Murphy’s birthday is three months before Tom Cruise’s.
Cameron Diaz’s birthday is at the end of August, one day after Michael Jackson’s.

Drew Barrymore's birthday is a little more than a week after
Valentine’s Day and Jennifer Aniston’s birthday is a few days before it.

Shaquille O’Neal’s birthday is near the beginning of March.

Billy Crystal’s birthday is between Shaquille O’Neal’s and Eddie Murphy's birthdays. Oprah Winfre
Sarah Michelle Gellar’s birthday is in the same month as Eddie Murphy’s.
Garth Brooks’s birthday is in February.

There’s only one day between Jennifer Lopez’s birthday and
Sandra Bullock’s birthday.

Will Smith is the only person with a birthday in September.

Bill Gates’s birthday is near Halloween.

Britney Spears’s birthday is in December. Jenniter Aniston

Matt Damon’s birthday is in October.

Cher’s is the second of the two May birthdays.

Sandra Bullock’s birthday is on July 26.

Tom Hanks's birthday is less than a week after Independence Day.

George Clooney’s birthday is the last one to add when you have
found all the others.

Britney Spears
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EIEY Famous Americans

American Birthdays

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

1 New Years Day y 2R B veeeeeeerrneeeseeeeseeesees E JO
29 e, 1T e | | R
14 Yalentine’s Day
22 i
MAY
Y 15 N 1 U
20 oo 4 Independence Day Y
S I 29 e,
28 .., 30
26 i,

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

DECEMBER
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HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA Qa1 2134

—

pages 6 & 7

Holidays and Special Days
January: Martin Luther King Jr Day,
February: Groundhog Day, Presidents
Day,

March: St Patrick’s Day,

April: Arbor Day,

May: Memorial Day,

June: Flag Day,

July: Independence Day,

August: Summer Vacation,

September: Labor Day,

October: Halloween, Columbus Day,
November: Election Day, Thanksgiving,
December: Christmas Day, Kwanzaa.

page 8

The School Bus

The children are sitting as follows:

Carly + Patrick Melissa + Ellie

Jason + Ashley Tyrone + Julia

Michael + Martha Courteney + Max
Driver

page 9

Language and Geography
Lesson

1. Connecticut, 2. Massachusetts,

3. Utah, 4. Kansas, 5. Minnesota,

6. Mississippi, 7. Missouri, 8. Ohio,

9. Oklahoma, 10. Texas,

11. Kentucky, 12. Nebraska.

page 10

The School System

1. Marsha is five; 2. Meryl is six; 3. Joel is
nine; 4. & 5. Holly and Amy are ten;

6. Oliver is twelve; 7. Jake is fourteen;

8. Britney is fifteen; 9. Lily is sixteen;

10. Nancy is twenty-one.

page 11

Working Clothes

1. John is wearing Emily’s white coat and
is carrying Rhona's US mail bag.

2. Rhona is wearing Michelle's bathing suit
and cap and is carrying Larry’s ax.

3. Chuck is wearing Jeannie’s cap and
apron and is carrying John's briefcase.

4. Larry is wearing John's business suit and
is carrying Chuck’s baseball bat and ball.

5. Jeannie is wearing Leanne's uniform
and is carrying Emily’s stethoscope.

6. Michelle is wearing Larry’s helmet and
coat and is carrying Jeannie’s spoons and
pans.

7. Leanne is wearing Chuck’s baseball gear.
8. Emily is wearing Rhona’s uniform and is
carrying Michelle’s whistle and float.

page 12

Just the Job!

Suggested answers: 1. animals, 2. patient
and well-organised, 3. blood, 4. artistic
and energetic, 5. math, 6. to help people,
7. to travel, 8. energetic and brave,

9. good with his hands and patient, 10.
patient and well-organised.

page 13

The Right Stuff

1. Night = Day, 2. burned = signed,

3. cars = banks, 4. nurses = citizens,

5. shopping = responsibilities,

6. African = American, 7. young = old,
8. sing = live, 9. close = married,

10. haircut = character,

11. Spanish = English, 12. poem = history,
13. school = country, 14. dogs = laws,
15. dance = vote.

”r? cllh|o

a a(ni

You must have a green card.

page 14

Who Discovered America?
The correct order of words forms the
following sentence:

1 - 10: He left forty sailors and took
parrots, pearls, gold and six Native
Americans as presents for Queen
Isabella. (This is the chronological order
of events — taking each word in the
above sentence in order as they follow
sentences in the puzzle.)

a. Columbus did not discover America.

b. The Guahanal Indians were probably
not very happy to become Spanish.

¢. The first visitors to America were Native
Americans (who walked from Asia)

page 15

What's Wrong With the
Picture?

a. lacrosse, b. rubber, c. pipe, d. llama,
e. potato, f.sunflower, g. pineapple,
h. pumpkin, i. tomato, j. corn

Lacrosse is a Native American game so
Columbus would not have seen it when
he was a boy. The Native Americans
discovered rubber therefore it was
impossible to play with rubber balls in
the fifteenth century in Italy. Columbus
would never have seen corn or
pineapples on a market stall. He would
not have seen a jack-o’-lantern made
from a pumpkin displayed in a window.
He would not have eaten potato pizza
or tomato sauce. All of these fruit and
vegetables are Native American foods.

@ HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA © MARY GLASGOW MAGAZINES, AN IMPRINT OF SCHOLASTIC |NC.)

The Native Americans invented smoking
pipes. Llamas are Native American
animals. Sunflowers are Native American
plants.

pages 16 & 17
Trick-or-Treating
Board game - no answers.

page 18

Jack-O’-Lanterns

1. round; 2. triangle-shaped; 3. happy;
4. square.

The missing pumpkin is C.

page 19

Who votes?
1-a;2-b;3-2a3;,4-b;5-¢6-3a;
7-a;8-a9-a.

page 20

Election Promises

Governor Randall: 1-d;2-h; 3-1;
4-g.

Governor Hyams: 1 -a;2-¢ 3-b;4-e.

page 21

Veterans Day Crossword
1. war; 2. church; 3. November;

4. holiday; 5. First; 6. eleventh;

7. soldier; 8. silence; 9. remember;
10. blood; 11. peace; 12. poppy.

Another name for Veterans Day is
Armistice Day.

page 22
Ben Comes Home
Ben is Man 1; Claire is Woman 5.

page 23

Thanksgiving Dinner
1-i;2-f,3-a;4-b; 5-¢6-e7-h;
8-d;9-g.

page 24

Preparing Thanksgiving
Dinner

1. a. peel; b. wash; c. slice; d. roast;
e. boil; f. bake.

2. a. Grandpa George; b. Aunt Joan;
¢. Steven; d. Lucy; e. Uncle Bill;
f. Kevin.

page 25

The Story of Thanksgiving
1. sailed (P); 2. were (l); 3. wanted (L);
4. landed (G); 5. called (R); 6. had (I);

7. knew (M); 8. became (S); 9. died (M);
10. lived (A); 11. taught (Y);

12. gave (F); 13. worked (L);

14. grew (0); 15. had; (W);

16. invited (E); 17. lasted (R).

The two words are, therefore, Pilgrims
and Mayflower.



AR R R R T R T R T A R R R A R R I

HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL DAYS IN THE USA UL 204 )

pages 26 & 27

The Story of Hanukkah
1-¢,2-g9,3-1,4-3a,5-h,6-b,7-1,
8-i,9-d,10-j, 11-k, 12-e.
Light the Menorah

On the first night of Hanukkah, Joseph
lights one candle. On the second night,
Rachel lights two candles. On the third
night, Daniel lights three candles. On
the fourth night Ruth lights four
candles. On the fifth night, Sandy lights
five candles. On the sixth night, Jane
lights six candles. On the seventh night,
Eve lights seven candles. On the eighth
night Jonathan lights eight candles.

page 28

The Dreidel Game

1.yes; 2. no; 3. Jonathan; 4. Jacob;
5. two; 6. two.

(There are two pennies in the pot;
Rachel has 12, Jonathan has 7, Ruth has
14 and Jacob has 15.)

page 29

A Letter for Santa

The plurals, in order as they appear, are:
boxes, candies, friends, candies, mice,
ponies, children, skis, shoes, parties,
tools, shelves, knives, forks, dishes,
babies, toys, scarves, cookies, friends,
families, houses, wishes.

page 30

Christmas Tree Crossword
1. Claus; 2. lights; 3. turkey; 4. Boxing;
5. presents; 6. stocking; 7. December;
8. angel; 9. Christ; 10. star; 11. cards;
12. eve; 13. bells.

page 31

Christmas Shopping

Mary Ann - (c) because she’s rich and
she loves buying things, not (d) because
she’s bad at learning languages.
Woody - (e) because he loves surfing,
not (b) because he is already good at
skiing.

Sandi - (a) because she loves watching
movies on TV, not (¢} because she hates
cities and doesn’t have many clothes.
Sonny — (d) because he’s good at
learning languages, not (a) because he
already has all the issues of the
magazine MovieWorld.

page 32

Come to the Football Game
1. Washington, 2. Texas, 3. Louisiana,

4. Florida, 5. lllinois, 6. California,

7. Georgia, 8. Pennsylvania, 9. Missouri,
10. Colorado, 11. Kansas.

The answer to the puzzle is
Times Square.
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page 33

The Meaning of Kwanzaa
The words, in order, are: seven; holiday;
December; people; day; three; red;
center.

The answers to the second part of the
puzzle are actually contained in the text
to the left of the candles.

page 34

Goals for the Coming Year
Jackie - 2, 7, 11, 12; Derek -1, 4, 10;
Ashley - 6, 8, 9; Lisa-3, 5.

page 35
Having Fun

1. sledding, snowboarding, skiing.
scarf, gloves
icicle, snowflakes
snowballs, snowman

1.a.A; b.B; c¢. A; d.B; e.B; f.B.

page 36

Compound Words

1. ice cubes, ice cream, ice tea, ice
hockey, ice skates, snowman, snowboard,
snowflake, snowball, Snow Day

2. a. snowboard, b. snowball,

c. ice hockey, d. snowflake,

e. snow man, f.ice tea, g.ice cream,
h. ice cubes, i. ice skates, j. Snow Day

page 37

The Montgomery Bus
Boycott

Here is the correct story.

Before 1955, in some parts of America,
black people and white people could not
use the same schools, lunch counters,
restaurants, swimming pools and water
fountains. White people sat in the front
of a bus and black people had to sit in
the back. When the white part was full,
black people had to stand up and give
their seats to white people. Rosa Parks
was a black lady who worked in a shop in
Montgomery, Alabama. One day, in 1955,
the driver of her bus told her to stand up
for a white person. She refused and the
police arrested her. Martin Luther King, Jr
told all the black people in Montgomery
not to use the buses. For one year black

people walked, cycled, shared cars and
even rode horses to work. Martin Luther
King, Jr went to jail. Angry white people
bombed his house. The bus company lost
a lot of money. After one year the US
government stepped in. It changed the
law. Now anyone can sit anywhere on a
bus. :

The name of the civil rights worker is
Jesse Jackson.

pages 38 & 39

The Life of Martin Luther
King Jnr

The correct verbs, in sequence, are:

1. was born, 2. became, 3. weren't,

4. weren't allowed, couldn't,

5. wasn't, made, listened, 6. told,

7. wrote, helped, said, 8. hated,

9. arrested, put, 10. got, continued,

11. had, 12. bombed, burned,

13. marched, protested, 14. called,

15. brought, 16. rode, skated, watked,
17. heard, 18. received,

19. worked, spoke, 20. led, shot, died.
Speech Box:

| have a dream that my four children
will one day live in a nation where they
will not be judged by the color of their
skin, but by the content of their
character.

page 40

Weather Words

1) 1. Saturday; 2. Friday; 3. Wednesday;
4. Thursday; 5. Monday; 6. Tuesday;

7. Sunday.

2) 1. strong; 2. large; 3. angry; 4. slower;
5. big.

3) 1. cloudy; 2. cold; 3. snowing;

4. lower; 5. windy.

page 41

Lots of Luck
The correct choices for the quiz are:

= o

8 10 9 5 11

Eﬂ
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page 42

Valentine's Day Surprise
Line 1: baseball, tennis, basketball,
softball; Line 2: Arizona, Ohio, Florida,
Texas; Line 3: nine, thirteen, eleven,
eight; Line 4: August, October, July;
Line 5: groundhog, puma; Line 6: hat,
jeans; Line 7: red, blue; Line 8: Clinton,

Lincoln; Line 9: car, bus; Line 10: cookies.

The shape is a heart.

page 43

Say It With Poetry

The missing words, in order, are:

so, night, write, know, wait, date, eyes,
day, air, kite, height, sunny, hope, half,
fierce, died, sure, pride.

page 44 .
The Story of St Valentine
Students’ own answers.

page 45

The Chinese Calendar

a. snake, b. rooster, c. pig, d. horse, e.
tiger, f. dog, g. monkey, h. rabbit, i. rat,
j- ox, k. sheep, |. dragon.

What’s in the Envelope?
MONEY

What Does the Message
Say?

BE RICH

The cat is not in the Chinese Calendar.

page 46
Who Are You?
Students’ own answers.

page 47

The Story of Susan B.
Anthony

a. could; b. can’t; c. could; d. could;

e. couldn‘’t; f. couldn’t; g. can’t; h. can; i.

couldn't; j. could; k. could; I. could;
m. could; n. can't; o. couldn’t; p. could;
g. could; r. could; s. can; t. can; u. can.

page 48
The Susan B. Anthony
Crossword

R

page 49

Washington and Lincoln
1 cent — Abraham Lincoln

5 cents - Thomas Jefferson

10 cents — Franklin D. Roosevelt
25 cents - George Washington
$1 - George Washington

$2 — Thomas Jefferson

$5 - Abraham Lincoln

$10 — Alexander Hamilton

$20 — Andrew Jackson

$50 — Ulysses S. Grant

$100 - Benjamin Franklin

pages 50 & 51

Famous Presidents

1. Clinton was president from 1993 to
2001. His wife's name was Hillary. He
was a Rhodes scholar.

2. Kennedy was president from 1961 to
1963. His wife’s name was Jackie. He
was the assassinated.

3. Nixon was president from 1969 to
1974. His wife's name was Thelma. He
was president when the first man
walked on the moon.

4. Carter was president from 1977 to
1981. His wife’s name was Rosalynn. He
was a peanut farmer.

5. Reagan was president from 1981 to
1989. His wife’s name was Nancy. He
was a film star.

A Presidential Term
1=1 5=50 54
2=13 50
3=5

4 =25 Answer = 4

total 54

page 52

The Story of George
Washington

1-d, 2-f, 3-h, 4-b, 5-¢, 6-1,
7-9, 8-a 9-j, 10-1, 11-k, 12-c.

page 53
The Big Parade
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Ronan's a leprechaun.

page 54

The Murphy Family

1.22; 2. 26; 3. 32; 4. 35; 5. 50.

Tommy Murphy usually goes to the
parade.

Anne Murphy always goes to the
cathedral.

Maeve Murphy often goes to the park.
Liam Murphy sometimes goes to an Irish
club.

Christie Murphy never goes to the
cathedral

Anne Murphy is the most religious
member of the Murphy family.

Page 55

Immigrants

The answers to the first paragraph are:
O, E, M, X, |, C (Mexico).

The answers to the second paragraph
are:ER A LA L C N, O (California)

page 56

Easter Egg Hunt

1. under; 2. on top of; 3. next to;
4. behind; 5. inside; 6. in front of.

page 57

Easter E-Mail

Dear Yolanda

I'm writing this on Easter Sunday. We
went to church this morning and now |
am very excited because the whole family
is coming here this afternoon for a special
meal. | don’t know what Mom is cooking,
either lamb or turkey. Even Uncle Bob is
coming, and he lives in Newark, a city in
New Jersey. My cousins are coming, too. |
expect they'll bring me a chocolate egg.
I've bought some delicious chocolate eggs
for them. They have never seen our new
house, so | can’t wait to show them my
room and all my games.

1 think they'll like playing the game you
gave me for my birthday. | know Aunt
Alice likes to play, because the last time
she visited, we played and she won!
When we were younger, we used to have
an Easter egg hunt in the garden but
we're too old for that now. They will be
here until Thursday so you should come
over and meet them.
| hope you will come.

Well, I have to go. | hope you can come
over.

Your friend,
Nancy

PS. I need to talk to you about our English
homework. | don't understand the book
we're reading. The girl in the book,
Rebecca, is always talking to herself.

The unscrambled words are: Easter bunny.
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page 58

Easter Traditions
The correct numbers are:
1,3,6,7,9, 11,13, 15, 18.

The picture shows a rabbit.

page 59

Recycling

Paper: newspaper, magazine, postcard;
Metal: knife, can, fork; Plastic: doll, egg
box, bucket;

Glass: bottle, jar, window;

Compost: potato, cabbage, carrot.

(The egg can also be cardboard / paper.)

pages 60 & 61

Are You a Friend of the
Earth?

(a) 3, (b) 2, (©) 0.
(@) 0, (b) 1, (¢) 3.
(@) 0, (b) 3, (o) 3.
(@0, (b) 2, (c) 3.
(a) 3, (b) 0.

(a) 3, (b) 1, (¢) O.
(@) 3, (b) 0.

(@ 3, (b) 2, (c) 0.
(a) 0, (b) 2, (c) 3.
10. () 0, (b) 1, () 3.
11. (@) 0, (b) 2, (c) 3.
12. (@) 3, (b) 1, (¢) 0.
13. (a) 3, (b) 1, () O.
14. (a) 3, (b) 3, () 0.
15. (a) 1, (b) 0, (c) 3.
16. (a) 3, (b) 2, (¢) 0.
17. (@) 3, (b) 2, (©) 0.
18. (a) 3, (b) 0.

Analysis:

1 - 18 points = You don't care about the
environment. Remember, it's your world,
and it’s also the home of your children
and grandchildren. Don’t be selfish.

19 - 36 points = Sometimes you do
things because you think about the
planet. Try to think about these
problems a little more and it soon comes
naturally.

37 - 54 points = Congratulations! You
understand the problems and you are
doing a lot to help save the world.
Thank you.

WO NOUAEWN =

page 62

Tree Crossword

1. wood; 2. seeds; 3. leaves; 4. fruit;
5. cones; 6. twigs; 7. trunk; 8. roots;
9. branches; 10. bark.

The tallest tree is the wellingtonia or
giant sequoia.

page 63

Tree Quiz

1. green; 2. over 100; 3. wood;

4. the trunk; 5. fall; 6. evergreens;
7. oak trees; 8. palm trees;

9. more than a thousand years;

10. roots.

The correct tree is tree () which has 6
acorns and 4 leaves.

page 64

The Question of Mexico
The correct choices for each question
tag spell out, in the correct order, the
word POPOCATEPETL.

page 65

Preparing for Mother’s Day
1. Leo is making some cakes for his
mother. He’s got some flour but he
hasn't got enough eggs.

2. Marcia is painting a picture for her
mother. She’s got some brushes but she
hasn’t got any water.

3. Ellie is picking some flowers for her
mother. She’s got some scissors but she
hasn‘t got any ribbon.

4. Ethan is buying some chocolate for his
mother. He’s got some coins but he
hasn’t got enough money to buy the big
box.

5. Jake is taking some photos for his
mother. He’s got some black and white
film but he hasn’t got any color film.

6. Joleen is knitting a sweater for her
mother. She’s got some knitting needles
but she hasn't got enough wool.

7. Joel is making a card for his mother.
He’s got some white card but he hasn’t
got any colored pens.

page 66 & 67

Carrot Cake

2.salt; 3. teaspoons; 4. teaspoon;
5. cinnamon; 6. cloves; 7. teaspoon;
8. sugar; 9. oil; 10. eggs; 11. carrot;
12. cup; 13. cream cheese;

14. butter; 15. cups

The correct order of steps in the recipe
iss1-f; 2-g; 3-d; 4-a; 5-¢; 6-¢;
7-b.

pages 68 & 69

Vietnam Time Line

a. 1954, b. 95,000, c. 1959, d. 1963,
e. 1965, f. 3,500, g. 200,000, h. 1968,
i. 500,000, j. 1969, k. 500,000, I. 1969,
m. 800,000, n. 1971, o. 18, p. 1972,
q. 1973, r. 1975, s. 1976, t. 42,000,

u. 1977, v. 200,000, w. 58,175.

page 70
The Story of the Flag
The answers are on page 70.

page 71

The Pledge of Allegiance
The odd ones out are: 1. e, 2.5, 3.1,
4.d, 5.f, 6.n, 7.1. :

The letters spell the name of the TV
program Friends.

page 72

What Happens?

1-16, 2-12, 3-14, 4-13, 5-15,
6-18, 7-17, 9-20, 19-9, 10-21.

The college is YALE.

page 73

Which College?

The subjects are:

Nancy - geography, Jodie — drama, Ryan
- English, Ethan - Spanish, Joshua -
physics, Mel - history, Charlene -
biology, Rosa — music, James — chemistry.

The name of the university is Princeton.

page 74

Valedictory Speeches
1-d; 2-¢ 3-f, 4-a; 5-¢, 6-b;
7-g.

page 75

A Visit to Williamsburg

The correct choices of phrasal verb spell
out the name Thomas Jefferson who
was the third US president (1801 -1809).
He was a resident of Williamsburg and
often practised his oratory skills in the
Capitol there before the seat of
government moved to Washington D.C.
which had previously been uninhabited
swampland on the banks of the
Potomac River.

page 76

The Story of Father’s Day
1-E 2-E 3-T, 4-C, 5-1, 6-5,
7-L 8-L1L 9-N, 10-0, 11-H,
12-N, 13-A, 14-C.

The letters in the correct order spell the
name Chelsea Clinton.

The name of her father is Bill.

page 77

Father’s Day Cards
1.¢2.3;3.¢4.d;5. b.

1. Susie; 2. David; 3. Tom; 4. Ella; 5. Sally.
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pages 78 & 79

Independence Day Quiz
1-G; 2-E 3-0; 4-R; 5-G; 6-E.
The first president was George
Washington.

page 80

The Independence Day
Parade

1. elephant (grey), 2. banana (yellow), 3.
sun (yellow), 4. sea (blue) 5. pumpkin
(orange), 6. cloud (white), 7. stomach,

8. shoulder, 9. back, 10. arm, 11. ankle,
12. wrist, 13. waist, 14. nose, 15. finger.

Song number 1 = Yellow Submarine.

1. bear, 2. monkey, 3. tiger, 4. lizard,
5. giraffe, 6. camel, 7. panda, 8. lion,
9. penguin, 10. gorilla, 11. snake.

Song number 2 = American Pije.

page 81

Writing Home

In the first code the only words to be
read are those following the name of an
animal. The message therefore reads: /
have met a fabulous boy called Andy
and I have fallen in love. Chrissie.

In the second code, the whole message
is split into sections of three letters and
each group of three is reversed. The
message therefore reads: / have met an
amazing boy called Andy. I am in love!
Love from Esther.

In the third code the only letters to be
read are the ones which appear inside
corners. The message therefore reads:

I have fallen in love with a fantastic boy
called Andy.

The obvious potential problem is that
they have all three of them fallen in
love with the same boy.

page 82 & 83

Linda’s Photo Album

The lake: There are lots of kids
swimming; There are a couple of kids
playing badminton; There are a few kids
canoeing; There are no kids
trampolining.

The camp fire: There are lots of
sausages; There are a couple of kids
playing the guitar; There are a few kids
singing; There are no kids dancing.

The cabin: There are lots of clothes (on
the floor); There are a couple of kids on
their beds; There are a few tennis
racquets; There are no suitcases.

The art and craft room: There are lots of

masks; There are a couple of pots; There .

are a few paintings; There are no
sculptures.

The dress-up disca: There are lots of kids
dancing; There are a couple of monsters;
There are a few cowboys; There are no
kids eating.

The hiking trip: There are lots of
butterflies; There are a couple of eagles;

There are a few bears; There are no 28 Bill Gates

snakes. 31 Halloween
November

page 84 i 11 Veterans Day

The Lucky Winners 11 Leonardo DiCaprio

T I TTTH December

G AlS 2 Britney Spears
18 Brad Pitt

W Z|E. 26 Kwanzaa

T I IN

A HIAS
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page 85

Coast to Coast

a-i-3;, b-g-1, c-k-6;, d-1-8;
e-j-5 f-h-9.

The holidays no one wants are:
2,4and 7.

pages 86 & 87

The Land of Oz

Jerry is in Scarecrow’s Magic Field;
Floyd is in the Munchkin Snack Bar;
Bart is in Tin City.

pages 88 & 89

American Birthdays
January

1 New Year’s Day

29  Oprah Winfrey

February

7 Garth Brooks

11 Jennifer Aniston
14 Valentine's Day
22 Drew Barrymore
March

6 Shaquille O'Neal
14 Billy Crystal
April

3 Eddie Murphy
14 Sarah Michelle Gellar

May

6 George Clooney
20  Cher

June

15 Courteney Cox
July

3 Tom Cruise

4 Independence Day
9 Tom Hanks

24 Jennifer Lopez

26  Sandra Bullock

August

9 Gillian Anderson
9 Whitney Houston
29 Michael Jackson
30 Cameron Diaz

September
25  Will Smith

October
8 Matt Damon
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Classroom P H OTOCO P | AB LE Timesavers

Timesaver Holidays and
Special Days in the USA

Bringing US culture into the
classroom

® Timesaver Holidays and
Special Days in the USA is an
exciting collection of
photocopiable activities to
introduce contemporary US
culture into the classroom. This
photocopiable resource book
covers all the important
celebrations in the USA and
gives a representative picture of
the multi-cultural USA of today.

® Celebrations covered include:
Halloween, Thanksgiving,
Hannukah, Groundhog Day,
Cinco de Mayo, Fourth of July
and many more.

Level: Elementary -
Upper Intermediate

cas®
MSCHOLASTIC

CLASSROOM PHOTOCOPIABLE
TIMESAVERS

Ready-made activities for busy teachers!

e Timesavers is a series of supplementary
photocopiable materials for English teachers to use
with students aged 11 years upwards.

e Timesavers save teacher preparation time with a
wide range of easy-to-use lessons and activities,
providing refreshing and motivating ideas for classes
at all levels. They are ideal for developing topics,
introducing or revising language areas, or
supplementing existing course materials.

e Timesavers are easy to use! Simply select the
activities by language point, activity type or theme and
photocopy the pages you need! A full answer key is
included.

Other titles in the Timesavers Series

Here is the full list, and we will be publishing more in
the series. You can also download sample pages from
all of our books from the Teachers’ Resource Centre on

our website: (SR

Timesaver Plays

Timesaver Cross-curricular English Activities
Timesaver Festivals and Special Days in Britain
Timesaver Holidays and Special Days in the USA
Language Games

Timesaver Games

Grammar & Vocabulary

Timesaver Grammar Activities (Elementary)
Timesaver Vocabulary Activities (Elementary)
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